
 

 

Year 1 Newsletter Autumn 1  10.09.20 

Class Teacher:  Mrs. Burrows. 

Teaching Assistants:  Miss Boyce and Mrs. Gillam. 

 
Dear Parent and Carers, 

 

We are delighted to see your children.  It has been wonderful to see them back at school 

enjoying being with their friends and eager to learn.  We look forward to an exciting year ahead 

filled with exciting learning opportunities and fun.  Here is some information on what we will 

cover in the first half term: 

 

In Maths children will learn about place value. They will learn how to group and count objects.  

They will apply this skill when finding the missing numbers in number sequences.  Work will be 

done to secure counting skills and to ensure that they can write at least all numbers to ten in 

digits and words.  We will also begin work on addition and subtraction during this term which will 

include work on number bonds to ten. 

 

In English we will use a version of Little Red Riding Hood to study narrative and work towards 

retelling a traditional tale.  This will include work on using capital letters, finger spaces between 

words and full stops. A lot of work will be done on revising phonic sounds and learning new ones to 

support spelling ability.   We will also work on the formation of lower case and upper case letters. 

 

In Geography we will study the countries, capital cities, seas and oceans of the British Isles.  

They will learn to identify them on a map.  They will also learn about different types of 

settlements and the features which define them.  We will study the school grounds and make 

sketch maps of the local area. 

 

In Science we will be developing a good understanding of each of the seasons and comparing them 

to identify seasonal changes in the physical environment around us, the weather and the length of 

the day. We will also begin our program of study on everyday materials.  Children will learn to 

identify, name, describe and consider uses for a range of materials around us. 

 

We will link our Art lessons with Science work on seasonal changes.  The children will collect 

materials from the environment and create a collage using them (all materials will be quarantined 

before use).  We have very exciting news about our music lessons.  Teachers will be working 



 

 

alongside a tutor from County Music to deliver a high quality experience to the children.  We also 

have some great new resources for teaching Information and Communication Technology. 

 

Our Religious Education work will include the following topics in addition to collective worship.  

First we will find out more about creation as God’s Great Plan.  Then we will move on to thinking 

about families in the Catholic Church. 

 

In Physical Education we will be concentrating on throwing and catching with catching nets and 

other games.  PE will take place on Mondays and Tuesdays.  Children should come to school in 

their PE kits on these days.  PE kit includes black shorts, a white T-shirt, socks and trainers.  

Children are welcome to wear tracksuit bottoms instead if they prefer to.  Please supply a warm 

top in case it is needed. 

 

We will also be doing a lot of work on emotional well-being in our work on Personal, Social, Health 

and Relationships Education.  We will work on managing feelings and conflicts.  We will find 

feelings and experiences to celebrate.  We will also work on establishing routines which are kind 

but safe during the current climate.   

 

Housekeeping: 

Please ensure your child brings a full water bottle to school every day.  Please book your child in 

for lunches using Wisepay on the school website so that the kitchens can be prepared.  Your child 

will have a reading book sent home (and keep one at school).  Please read it with them.  Encourage 

them to read it to you as often as is needed until they can do it fluently.  Ask them questions 

about it.  Ask them to retell the story.  This book should only be returned to school when you are 

completely finished with it.  When it needs to be changed make sure your child knows so that 

they can put it in the box where it will be quarantined for 72 hours.  You will also be sent a card 

of phonic sounds to revise with your child.  Ask them to make the sound.  You could deepen their 

learning by encouraging them to have a go at writing words or sentences using the sound card.  

Remember children should not be bringing any items which are not necessary from home eg. book 

bag, pencil case, rucksack etc.  Homework will be activated on google classroom every Friday at 

1pm.  It should be completed by the end of the following Wednesday.  This will start as soon as 

possible.  If you have any trouble accessing google classroom, please email the office so that they 

can investigate any issues.  The quizzes provided will give your child instant feedback. 

 

If you have any problems, queries, positive feedback or need to make an appointment, please 

email myself at natasha.burrows@stmarysrcps.org, the office or telephone the school.  Thank you 

for all your support during this difficult time.  Best wishes from all the Year 1 staff. 
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