
 

 

Welcome to Year 4! 
       Class Teacher: Mr Cross 
       Teaching Assistants: Miss Grenville and Mrs Gillam 
 
Mr Cross and the Year 4 team are looking forward to welcoming our Year 4 class back into school this 
Autumn Term. We are so glad to be back in class and cannot wait to share an exciting and engaging 
learning journey with the children; hopefully they will be inspired on their journey of discovery this 
term. I know that the children have had an unusual academic journey this year and we cannot wait to 
return to class based learning.  
 
Below is an overview of what our Year 4 children will be learning about this year.  
 
Our topics for this term are: 
 
Maths – Place value leading on to the four operations (addition and subtraction followed by 
multiplication and division). We will be revisiting work from Year 3 to ensure all children have 
continuous learning and will also revise and extend work on times tables and their division partners. 
Our maths work is designed to include reasoning and problem solving throughout so as to ensure 
children embed their learning can be adaptable in using their mathematical learning. 
 
English – Re-writing Traditional Tales – we are starting a new approach to English writing called Talk 
for Writing. More details to follow. Please investigate traditional stories when reading at home and if 
you have books at home containing international stories, please email details to us or send a 
photograph of your books and we will include them on our English working wall. 
 
Please note that daily reading is a necessity.  Your child may be a competent reader but this does not 
mean they do not need support at home to help advance and improve their reading capabilities.  
Please monitor your child’s reading by hearing them read, or asking them questions about the pages 
they have read.  This can include asking them to identify punctuation and grammar features, as well as 
helping them to decode or define unfamiliar words. Supporting their use of a dictionary will help 
develop this.  If your child is reluctant to read, then read to them or take turns to read pages/chapters 
together.  Daily reading is vital to help develop vocabulary and understanding, as well as increase 
the speed and fluency of their reading.  This will impact on their Maths and all other subjects.  Thank 
you for your support. 
 
Reading books will go home this week. When returned to school, they will go into a box for 72 hours 
quarantine before being re-used. 
 
Science – States of Matter (Solids, liquids and gases) including the water cycle.  



 

 

 
Geography – locational studies (contrasting Norwich and Ipswich) and mapping skills together with a 
look at the counties and cities of the UK. 
 
History – We will be looking at Vikings and Anglo Saxons in the second half of this term. This is always 
an enjoyable topic and will link into other areas of the curriculum including art and design technology. 
 
RE – During our RE lessons we will be looking at the topics ‘The Bible’ and ‘Trusting in God’. We will 
also be looking at what our faith means to us, prayers as well as Advent and Christmas towards the 
end of the term. 
 
Art – Our focus in the first half of the term will be on drawing skills and will include self-portraits in the 
style of Picasso. In the second half term we will be looking at painting. Children will use a number of 
brush techniques using thick and thin brushes to produce shapes, textures, patterns and lines. We will 
also be using watercolours in our work and looking at mixing colours for effect.  
 
Music – Our music learning in the first half term will focus around the ABBA song ‘Mamma Mia’ with 
the children learning to listen and appraise music, use instruments, and explore singing/music through 
improvisation, vocal techniques and performance. We are very lucky in Year 4 to have specialist tuition 
from our County Music Service. This is a wonderful opportunity to share our love of music. 
 
PE – PE lessons will take place on Wednesday morning and Thursday afternoons. PE will mainly take 
place outside whilst we have suitable weather. Please send children to school wearing appropriate PE 
kit including tracksuit bottoms if the weather is cold. Please ensure they have a change of shoes. PE 
will be taught in a safe manner with minimal contact between children.   
  
PSHE –Throughout this half term, we will be encouraging children to become more aware of their own 
wellbeing and that of others and encourage the practice of Mindfulness to address any anxieties and 
promote positive mental health.  
 
Homework – Please work with your child at home to practice their times tables. As you may be aware 
children are expected to be able to recall all of their times tables by the end of Year 4. Towards the end 
of Year 4, the children are going to be taking the Multiplication Check as introduced by Government. 
Whether this will go ahead this year only time will tell. However, the children need to be prepared for 
it. Below is my recommendation for checking/learning times tables in accordance with the national 
curriculum. Of course how you practice/learn the times tables will depend on your own preferences 
and what works best for you. Please do not hesitate to get in touch for ideas/advice about learning 
times tables.  
 



 

 

My recommended order to learn times tables: 
 

2 x tables, 5 x tables, 10 x tables, 3 x tables, 6 x tables, 4 x tables, 8 x tables, 11 x tables, 7 x tables,  
9 x tables, 12 x tables. 
 
As already mentioned, children must read daily at home for a minimum of twenty minutes and we 
hope you all encourage this and engage with your child’s reading.  
 
Homework will be set through Google Classroom every Friday. Similarly, every Friday I will put on 
Google Classroom a list of spelling words to focus on for that week. Each following Friday there will be 
a short test to see how the children have progressed. Again, do not hesitate to get in touch for ideas 
linked to learning spellings.  
 
Please make sure your child has logged into/signed up to Google Classroom as I do not yet have all 
of the children in the class online.  
 
Please ensure that children do not bring bags to school other than their packed lunch and water bottle 
as all materials like pencil cases are provided. 
 
We, in Year 4, are so eager for the coming term and cannot wait for lots of fun, discovery and learning! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Cross and the Year 4 Team. 
 


