
 

 

3rd September 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope everyone is well. I wished to write to you all and create an early newsletter to give you an understanding 
of some of the things to expect this year.   
 
In regards to things being brought into school, please ensure your child has a water bottle, their packed lunch (if 
they are not having school dinner), and a pair of wellington boots on rainy days. The reason for the boots is we 
are trying to utilize our large school field as much as possible to keep the children distanced from other class 
bubbles. 
 
P.E 
In terms of P.E, Year 3 will have P.E on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons. On these days please 
ensure your child attends school in their P.E kit (with a coat weather dependent).  
 
Reading books 
As you know, the situation with covid-19 meant that children missed an extended period in school. You did an 
incredible job supporting your children during this time via google classroom- well done!  
 
Going forward, reading continues to be one of the most important things that you can do to support your child’s 
learning this year. They will gain lots of confidence in reading fluently, discovering new words, and extending 
their vocabulary, which they can then apply in other areas of their work across multiple subjects. It is my wish 
for reading to be continued at home. However, due to current circumstances (and to try and ensure the safety 
of your children and yourselves), the method in which this is done will have to be altered to the following: 
 
Each child will have two books. One book will be taken home where it will stay, and a second book will be 
read in school where that shall remain. Once a book at home is completed, it can be returned whereby it will 
be wiped and quarantined for 72 hours as a preventative measure to minimalise any potential risks.  
 
In terms of the volume of reading expected, I believe 1 chapter a night (I appreciate each night may not be 
possible) is the expected level we are aiming for. The reason for this is each chapter develops a stories plot 
further, and the hope is that upon finishing a chapter your child gains/maintains a desire to read on and find out 
what happens next in their story. 
 
Homework 
For the foreseeable future until circumstances allow otherwise, I believe the wisest course of action we can take 
is to keep the amount of objects being taken back and forth to school to a minimum. With this in mind weekly 
homework will be uploaded to google drive along with easy to follow instructions. The homework will include 
weekly spellings, an English comprehension task, and a Maths task related to the weekly learning that has taken 
place in class. The first upload of this work will commence on 11.09.20 and then each Friday after, with the 
submission date being the following Wednesday. The due dates will be shown on Google drive for you as well. 



 

 

 
I am aware that despite the best efforts of both the staff here and the wonderful work you have done at home 
in supporting your children, there will be gaps in their learning. However, through hard work and determination 
I am confident that these gaps can be identified and plugged throughout this year. In the unlikely event that the 
school did need to close in this school calendar year, rest assured that I will continue to provide daily lessons for 
all, including recorded videos so you can follow each of the steps to ensure your child’s success. 
 
Google drive can be accessed via invitation. However if you have not received an invitation please contact the 
school office so that you can be aided in joining it. 
 
Support  
It is natural that any parent wants the best for their child. To conclude this letter, I wish to reassure you that if 
you have any concerns throughout the year you are welcome to email me directly at 
liam.calnan@stmarysrcps.org 
 
Finally….to my amazing class! 
 
Hello everyone! A huge well done on your first two days in Year 3. You were off school for a very long time, but 
you have been fantastic this week. I love how excited you are for the year! I cannot wait to share some of the 
fun lessons we have planned for you. There will be times this year when you might get a little stuck. Do not 
worry! Myself and Miss. Crowe will get you unstuck!  I wish to end this letter with a little message just for you. 
Always remember: 
 

 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Mr. Calnan 
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