
 

 

1st September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
 
I hope that this letter finds you well, in good health and spirit and I truly hope, that you have managed 
to find some relaxing time with your loved ones, and that you enjoyed the glorious weather this 
summer. Especially in current circumstances it is even more important to take time to look after one 
another and our well-being.  
 
As we currently live in rather unprecedented times, unfortunately I have not had a chance to meet 
majority of you as well as your wonderful children and therefore I would like to take this opportunity 
to introduce myself as your new Head of School. It is a great pleasure and honor to become part of 
such amazing and committed team here in St Mary’s Roman Catholic Primary School and I cannot wait 
to see what wonderful future God has planned for us. 
 
I am sure that you have been following the news and most recent government’s updates on school’s 
opening in September. I would like to reassure you that we follow all guidelines, and that risk 
assessments have been put in place for the safe opening of our school in September so that your 
children can return safely and enjoy their learning journey in St Mary’s in a nurturing and stimulating 
environment. As we navigate through this tricky time, I appreciate your patience and understanding 
and I am thankful for all your support. 
 
You have been issued a letter at the end of Summer Term, and some items have now changed 
therefore I would like to bring to your attention the following: 
 

 Uniform: Children may wear summer uniforms until October half term if the weather permits.  
 

 PE days:  Please ensure that your child comes into school in their PE kit on their PE day. Further 
detail as to when their PE day will be to follow on Friday 4th September. As PE lessons will be 
taken outside as much as possible, please ensure that your child is dressed for the weather. 
 

 Reception spare set of clothes: We kindly ask that all reception children have a spare bag of 
clothes which will be named and kept on their pegs in cloakroom in case of accidents (does not 
have to be an extra school uniform) 

 
 Resources: We have provided individual resources for our pupils and therefore we ask that 

children attend school with only: coats, water bottle and a lunch box.  Children should not 
bring in any bags or items from home such as book bags, toys, trading cards or pencil cases.  

 



 

 

 Snacks: EYFS and KS1 pupils will still be offered fruit and drink in their bubbles as usual. For 
your KS2 children please do pack a healthy snack for them (no nuts, crisps, chocolates or 
sweeties please).  

 Water bottles:  Water dispensers in school will not be used to reduce chances of cross-
contamination.  Therefore, please provide enough water for your child to last a whole school 
day.  If your child arrives to school with no water bottle we will give you the phone call and ask 
if you could provide one, if this is not possible we will however, have a jug of water and plastic 
cups provided in each bubble in case of pupils forgetting their water bottles. This should be the 
last resort though. 

 Hygiene:  Children will be expected to, and sometimes instructed, to adhere to stringent 
hygiene routine which includes washing hands or applying anti-bacterial hand gel frequently 
throughout the day. Sinks are available in, or just outside of classrooms, and all classrooms are 
equipped with anti-bacterial hand gel.  If your child is sensitive or allergic to alcohol based hand 
gels that we use, we ask that you please provide hand gel for your child. 

 Clubs: Breakfast, homework and PE club will only be available for key workers children in the 
first instance, from Monday 7th September 2020 to Friday 23rd October 2020 to comply with 
Government guidance to keep class bubbles separate.  Arrangements will be reviewed each 
half term. 

 Contact with the School: Visitors to the school will be kept to a minimum. We advise that 
parents call or email where possible. Only essential visits to school are acceptable and will have 
to be booked in advance with the school’s office.  
  

 Lunch: Lunches will be in classrooms and ordered using Wisepay in the usual way.  

 Curriculum: We follow the National Curriculum enriched with The Essentials Curriculum.  
 A recovery curriculum programme which will help pupils cope with the pandemic and settle 
into the usual school routines as well assessment of core skills will be in place from September. 
Extra support will be provided as required. Some catch up provision may take place after school 
or before school and will only be by invitation. More information to follow once the teachers 
determine any necessary interventions for particular individuals. 
 

 Maintaining Class Bubbles: Each class will remain in a class bubble which will not be allowed to 
mix with other bubbles. The number of children in a bubble is determined by the number of 
children in the class. Each year group/ bubble will have a designated place on the field or 
playground for their break times and lunchtime.  (Please send to school a pair of wellies in a 
named carrier bag that can be kept in the cloakroom so that the field can be accessed in all 
weathers)  
 
Assembly and prayers will be held in the classroom. One class per day will be invited to take 
part in the assembly in the hall with Mrs Parker.  



 

 

 
 Drop off and pick up:  Following the risk assessment and DfE guidance, children from Year 1 

and above should be dropped off and collected at the school gates. There will be staggered 
start/finish times to reduce the congestion as well as to reduce the risk of cross contamination. 
We ask that if you drop your child to school that you arrive at times given and form a socially 
distanced queue. If your child walks or cycle to school on their own, we kindly ask that you 
reiterate the rules of social distancing with them and that your child is aware of time they 
should come to school.  

 
One child at a time will enter the main double gates.  Each child will go straight to their classroom via 
classrooms back door and parents will leave via the small exit gate near the road. Year 5 and 6 will 
enter via the same door at different times. At the end of the day one class at a time will hand over 
the children to their parents, one at a time, at the entry gate.  Parents and children will leave the 
school grounds using the exit gate.   

 
 

Class Start time Finish time 

Reception 
3rd /4th Sept  & w/c 7th 
Sept  as per the timetabled 
letter which was distributed 
in July. 
 
w/c 14th Sept onwards tbc 

 

 
 
 
 
9.15 am 

 

 
 
 
 
3.00 pm 

Year 1 and Year 2 Arrive between 8:50 am and 
9:00 am 

Leave between: 3:00 pm 
and 3:10pm 

Year 3 and Year 5 Arrive between: 8:40 am and 
8:50 am 

Leave between: 3:20 pm 
and 3:30pm 

Year 4 and Year 6 Arrive between: 8:30 am and 
8:40 am 

Leave between: 3:10 pm 
and 3:20pm 

 
*Year R, Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4 will use the front gate  
*Year 5 and 6 will use Beach Gate to enter the school grounds both in the morning and in the 
afternoon 
 
When you have more than one child, please arrive for the earliest slot for your child, adults will be in 
class to look after your child until their class arrives. 



 

 

  
Apologies for slight time adjustments for some year groups, but we had to evaluate those to ensure 
that Y5 and Y6 can safely enter the school via beech gate with social distancing and not crossing their 
bubbles. 
 
Adults will be standing on the gate to ensure smooth and safe transition when coming in to school and 
hand sanitising station will be available there for the children. 
 
In addition to the above, the following are just some adjustments which we have put in place for 
September to ensure the safety of all children, families and the staff that form our community, and 
they are as follow:  
 

 Additional hygiene stations with anti-bac wipes and antibacterial hand gels around school 

 Raising awareness of stringent hygiene, including Catch it, Kill it, Bin it- covering mouth and 

nose with a tissue or sleeve when sneezing or coughing and putting in straight to the bin. 

Always washing hands afterwards.  

 Greater use of outdoor spaces for learning 

 Staggered breaks and lunchtimes 

 PPE for staff where appropriate 

 Grouping children together- year group ‘bubbles’ 

 We have rearranged  classroom layouts to ensure forward facing and side by side seating 

 Reduction of unnecessary furniture 

 Recovery curriculum and well-being focused lessons 

 Lunchtime served in classrooms 

 Enhanced cleaning arrangements across the school 

 We have put plans in place for managing symptomatic children or staff as well as in the 

instance of any confirmed cases 

 We have developed further IT and online learning provision in the case of closure of ‘bubble’ or 

further school closure 

 Individual risk assessments for children and adults who are extremely clinically vulnerable.  

 First aid arrangements revised to ensure they are still available to our pupils.  

If our pupils fall ill, we will inform you immediately and keep them and other children safe and 

separate in order to reduce the risk of possible spread of infections.  

 

If you, your child, or anyone in your household display any COVID-19 symptoms, please either 

dial 119 or order a test through www.nhs.uk/coronavirus .  

 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus


 

 

I understand that it may seem a lot to take in, however the safety and well-being of your children and 

staff that work in our school is paramount to Mrs Crane and myself, therefore I wanted to share with 

you the updated procedures our school has put in place from September. 

 

Thank you so much for your understanding, your continued support in these tricky times and your 

cooperation. 

 

God bless, 

 
 

Mrs Ewa Parker - Head of School 
 
 
 


