
 

 

06/09/20 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome everyone. It was lovely to meet you all last week. We hope you enjoyed the 

visit.  

Just as a reminder this week, Monday to Thursday, your child has been invited to either 

a morning or afternoon session. On Friday they will be joined together as a Reception 

Class for the morning 9.30am to 1.20pm. This will include lunch. (Please make sure you 

book your child’s lunch via WisePay. We will be sending your child’s WisePay logins home 

with them after their session today. Once you have selected the hot meal or the school 

packed lunch, even though the meal is free, make sure you go to the till to complete the 

process otherwise the meal will not be booked.)  

From the Week Beginning 14th September everyone will be in full time, 9.15am to 3.00pm. 

If your child has another sibling in a year group arriving earlier they will be able to arrive 

at school at the earlier time. We would also like to remind you that your child will say 

goodbye to you at the gate and then come in on their own. 

 

What we will be learning 

For the first half of this term our topic is Me Myself and I. Through this topic we will 

explore our feelings with The Colour Monster, talk about families through Titch, find out 

about our bodies inspired by Funnybones and learn how to keep ourselves healthy.  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

We will start by getting to know each other, making new friends, learn new rules and 

understand how we feel. 

 

Literacy 

We will begin our phonics starting with Letters and Sounds phase 2, learning to read and 

write the phonemes and blending them to begin to read simple words. We will also 

practice writing our name. 

 

Mathematics 

We will become secure counting in order to 10 and beyond, and learn which numbers come 



 

 

before and after a given number. We will recognise quantities to 5, how this can be made 

up in groups, and know the numeral which represents the number. We will also sort 

objects into groups. 

 

RE 

We will share stories: Guess how much I love you and Creation in the Bible, play games 

and share thoughts and feelings. We will also learn about people and our communities. 

 

Understanding the World 

We will note seasonal changes, talk about their bodies, naming parts, how to look after 

them and how they will change over time.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

We look forward to being imaginative in our play, creative, and create a variety of self-

portraits. 

 

Home Reading 

There are 3 types of reading practice which your child will need to do… 

Comprehension 

Once the children are settled into school, we will begin to send home books to share. 

These will be chosen from our reading corner. Please share this story with your child 

many times over a course of the week. If it is a story book, encourage them to look at 

the pictures, talk about how the characters are feeling, talk about what is happening 

next, if they could change the story what might they change, for example the 

characters, or what the characters did to overcome the ‘problem’. If it is an information 

book, talk about what they know about the subject already, talk about the layout of the 

book, the type of images they have used, talk about what they have learnt. For both 

books, talk about what part the enjoyed and why they liked it. 

Phonics and word building 

As we begin to learn the sounds of letters, I will upload onto Tapestry a video to show 

how the sound is made and activities you can do at home to practice this sound. Alongside 

learning the sounds and beginning to blend them together to read words, your child will 

also need to learn ‘tricky’ words too. These are words which cannot be blended, for 

example, the, to, is, etc. Further guidance and instruction will be given via Tapestry. 



 

 

Reading Scheme Books 

Once your child is confident bending sounds together to read words and can read some 

tricky words, we will send a reading scheme book home to practice. Please practice 

reading the words and phrases confidently and then ask questions such as those above 

under comprehension. 

When your child has finished with the book, please return it to school. There will be a 

box near the entrance, where the books can go into ‘quarantine’ for 72 hours before they 

can be re-distributed. 

 

Tapestry and Home learning 

Homelearning will take place via Tapestry. We will add a task or tasks for them to do on a 

Friday. This might be something from a topic, maths, or phonics. They will have until the 

following Wednesday to complete it. Once they have had a go, you can take a picture or 

video of your child completing the task and upload this to Tapestry for us to see. In 

addition to our suggestions, if your child learns something new, like riding their bike, or 

has a new experience like cooking with a family member or visiting a place for the first 

time, please upload this to Tapestry, so we can share in this moment with them. We are 

aware that some of you haven’t activated your Tapestry account. A re-activation email 

has been sent to the email address you gave us in July. Sometimes this appears in your 

junk emails. If you still have a problem, please let us know via email. 

 

School Website 

On the Reception Page of the school website 

https://www.stmarysrcps.com/classes/reception/  there is further information about 

what we are learning and guidance notes on Reading and Maths. We have also added the 

topic map and knowledge organisers for this term. 

 

Water Bottles 

Please make sure you send your child into school with a named water bottle. I noticed 

that many bottles which came into school on Thursday and Friday did not have a name on. 

By naming the bottle we can help ensure that other children are not touching them. 
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Book Bags, rucksacks, toys and pencil cases 

We would like to remind you that the children should not be bringing these into school on 

a daily basis. However we would like you to send in a bag with labeled spare clothes which 

can be kept in school on their peg in case of accidents. These clothes do not need to be a 

school uniform. 

 

PE 

PE will be on Mondays. From Monday 21st September, please may you send your child to 

school in their PE Kit. As we will be outside as much as possible, if the weather is chilly, 

please may they wear black jogging bottoms, maroon t-shirt, a school sweatshirt or 

cardigan and trainers. 

 

Jewelry 

As our outside learning involves aspects of physical activity, such as running, jumping, 

balancing, using the bicycles, please may you make sure that your child isn’t wearing any 

jewelry. 

 

Independence 

Whilst we are unable to practice changing for PE at present, please continue to 

encourage your child to get dressed and undressed independently. This is a very 

important skill in their development. 

 

Thank you for your support so far. As we will be unable to talk at the beginning and the 

end of the day, if you have any questions at any time or need to tell us something which is 

important, please call the school 01502 565384 or email Carolyn.mann@stmarysrcps.org 

or Laura.Brundle@stmarysrcps.org.  

 

Thank you 

 

Mrs C Mann and Miss L Brundle 

Reception Teachers 
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