
A boy called Benjamin 

Week 6: Benjamin’s Legacy 

 
Dear Year 2, 

Did you have fun composing your own music? I loved making music all my life.  

This is my last letter to you, but the good news is I’ve left lots of things for you to find out and remember me 

by.  

When I was fourteen my mother sent me to have music lessons with the composer, Frank Bridge. Even though I 

was still very young, Mr Bridge realised I was talented and so really encouraged me. In 1930 I went to study at 

the Royal College of Music and when I left in 1933, I began to try to make a living as a professional composer. 

I found work in the General Post Office film unit and there I met the poet WH Auden. We made this film 

together which helped me to on to greater success. 

https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-night-mail-1936-online 

In 1934 I wrote a series of twelve songs for my brother’s school in Wales (he was a teacher there). My Friday 

Afternoon songs were the first of many pieces I wrote for children and young people in my lifetime.  

In 1939 I went on a travel adventure with my friend, Peter and we travelled all over the country hearing and 

finding out about different sorts of music. I loved travelling, but I wanted to come home because I missed 

England and Suffolk in particular. Even though I was far away in America, I was writing an opera called Peter 

Grimes about a Suffolk fisherman. When we came back and my opera was performed in 1945, it was a huge 

success. I never looked back from this point and my career went from strength to strength. 

After Peter Grimes, I wrote something very special for children called A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra 

because I wanted to inspire children just like you. Try these activities and learn all about an orchestra. 

https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-night-mail-1936-online


 

Activity 1 – Watch A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra and write down as many instruments as you can 

see. Use Resource 1 and watch to see how the instruments are played. Can you pretend to be a conductor like 

me and conduct the orchestra? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vbvhU22uAM&feature=youtu.be 

https://brittenpears.org/explore/benjamin-britten/music/the-young-persons-guide/ 

Activity 2 – Learn more about the instruments of the orchestra. Look at Resource 2 power point. Ctrl + click on 

the pictures to see a video and hear the instrument. Which instrument would you like to play?  

Activity 3 – Design a poster to go with A Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra. Draw and label as many 

instruments as you can to teach others about an orchestra.  Use Resource 3 to help you. 

 

Although I loved to travel, Suffolk was always my home and so in 1957 I finally settled I Aldeburgh, only a few 

miles down the coast from my first home on Kirkley Cliff Road. I bought The Red House, which was a big old 

farmhouse with winding corridors and a big garden. There was a tennis court for me to play on and I built a 

special library to think, compose, rehearse and relax in. I loved this house and shared it with my best friend, 

Peter. We always had friends over to visit or stay and the house was always full of music and art.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vbvhU22uAM&feature=youtu.be
https://brittenpears.org/explore/benjamin-britten/music/the-young-persons-guide/


Aldeburgh became a very special place for me. I started a music festival which continues every year and built 

my very own concert hall at Snape Maltings where I could stage performances. You can visit it today and in 

fact, you can visit my home at The Red House too.  

Today, The Red House is a museum dedicated to my life and work. The house looks just as it did when I lived 

in it and in The Collection building you can see many of the photographs and objects, I have already shown you. 

There’s so much more too! Have a look at the website to find out more. 

https://brittenpears.org/visit/ 

All through my life I wanted my music, ‘to be of use to people, to please them, to enhance their lives’. I wrote 

music of all kinds and travelled around the world performing it as a pianist and conductor. The BBC devoted a 

whole programme to me for my fiftieth birthday and I was the first musician in history to be made a Lord by the 

Queen! She even opened my concert hall at Snape Maltings in 1967. 

 

As we are coming to the end of our project please send photographs or examples of your project work to Miss 

Wharrier by email so she can see and award you with my special project certificate. We look forward to seeing 

all your amazing work and hope you have been inspired by everything I have shown you during this project.  

If you think you might visit The Red House this summer, let Miss Wharrier know. She was intending to take the 

whole class this term, so will be pleased if you make the trip. I know you will love the house, garden and 

Aldeburgh as much as I did and you can find out lots more about my work and legacy. 

So, for now, bye and remember, everyone has a special gift. Believe in yourself. Although I became world 

famous, I came from Lowestoft, just like you. Thank you for coming on this journey with me from my Kirkley 

childhood to becoming a great composer. I hope you have enjoyed it. 

Love, Ben x 

 

 

https://brittenpears.org/visit/

