
 

Hindu Gods 



Brahma 
• Hindus worship one main 

god called Brahma.  
 
• Vishnu and Shiva are 

different 
representations of 
Brahma. 
 

• Brahma is their creator; 
they believe he created 
the universe. 



Shiva 
• Shiva is the Hindu god 

that destroys the 
universe. He completes 
the trinity of Hindu gods. 

 

• Hindus believe that Shiva 
is the source of good and 
evil. 



• Vishnu is the Hindu god 
that helps preserve the 
universe and people.  

 

• Hindus believe he has 
helped save his followers by 
appearing on earth through 
his avatars. 

Vishnu 



 

Other Gods  



 
 
 

Name:  Ganesh  
Relations:  Son of Shiva and Parvati 

Characteristics:  Elephants head and 4 arms 
and the Lord of all living things 

Powers:  He removes people’s obstacles and 
difficulties and grants wisdom and strength.  
Ganesh rewards his faithful with sweets 

Transport:  A rat that represents ignorance 

Popularity:  Very good 
 

 

Name:  The supreme Being 
Lord Shiva  
Relations:  The Trimurti  (Hindu Trinity) 

Characteristics:  Restores the balance of Good and Evil 

Powers:  Destroys things that are old so that new life 
can come again.  He can be generous and sympathetic 
sometimes 

Transport:  Snake, Bull and Tiger skin all symbolising 
power 

Popularity: Exceptionally 
important 
 

 



Name:  The Supreme 
Being Lord Brahman 
Relations:  The Trimurti  (Hindu Trinity) 

Characteristics:  He has 4 heads and is the Creator of 
the Universe and of all knowledge 

Powers:  All knowing, intelligent and creative.  He is 
present everywhere and in everything created.  He can 
be very selective and has a large ego 

Transport:  Swan 

Popularity:  Not very 
Popular 
 

 

Name:  The supreme 
Being Lord Vishnu 
Relations:  The Trimurti  (Hindu Trinity) 

Characteristics:  Protects the Universe and maintains the 
physical and spiritual worlds 

Powers:  Comes to earth in many forms to protect and kill evil.  
He has many popular forms (avatars) 

Transport:  A thousand headed snake 

Popularity: Very important 
 

 



Name:  Saraswathi 
Relations: Wife of Brahman 

Characteristics:  The Goddess of learning and wisdom 

Powers:  She possesses pure knowledge and uses it 
with love.  She is a musician and plays the Lute 

Transport:  Swan and a Peacock in waiting 

Popularity:  Quite popular 
 

 

Name:  Lakshmi 
Relations:  Wife of Vishnu 

Characteristics:  The Goddess of wealth and success 

Powers:  She possesses knowledge of enjoyment but is 
not obsessed with material things.  She knows about all 
activities (spiritual and this worldly) 

Transport:  The Lotus flower 

Popularity:  Regularly 
worshipped 
 

 



Name:  Hanuman 
Relations:  King and Queen of Monkeys 

Characteristics:  Renowned for being faithful, showing 
courage and loyalty in self service to others.  A real warrior 

Powers:  Ability to fly with his tail, make a whirlwind with his 
breath and he can also move mountains.   

Transport:  Himself and his tail 

Popularity:  Popular in the 
Ramayana  
 

 

Name:  Indra 
Relations: 

Characteristics:  Ruler of the Heavens, Rain and 
Thunder. 

Powers:  A quick as the wind and a fantastic warrior 
with rainbow weapons and swords. 

Transport:  An elephant and a chariot pulled by ten 
thousand horses. 

Popularity:  Sometimes 
 

 



Name:  Sita 
Relations: Wife of Rama and incarnation (avatar) of 
Goddess Lakshmi 

Characteristics:  Beautiful and loyal to her husband.  
Every Hindu woman looks up to her as a role model and 
would like to be her. 

Powers:  Loyalty, beauty, faithfulness. 

Transport: 

Popularity:  Very popular 
 

 

Name:  Rama 
Relations:  Incarnation (avatar) of Supreme Being Lord 
Vishnu 

Characteristics:  Handsome and willing to defend his wife 
against demons.    

Powers:  Courage, Immense strength to snap a powerful 
bow.  Defeated Lord Ravana the Demon King   

Transport: 

Popularity:  Very Popular, 
Every husband aims to be like 
Rama. 
 

 



Name:  Demon King Ravana 
Relations: 

Characteristics:  He has a thousand heads and controls many 
demons in his kingdom.  His demons can change shape to trick 
people. 

Powers:  Evil warrior 

Transport:  A flying chariot 

Popularity:  Not popular 
at all but he is killed at 
each year’s Diwali festival 
 

 

Name:  Durga 
Relations:  Wife of Shiva 

Characteristics:  The Mother Goddess of divine 
forces and a warrior Queen 

Powers:  Powerful and invincible as Kali.  She destroys 
sins, poverty, famine and evil habits with her ferocious 
appetite for fear and death. 

Transport:  Tiger 

Popularity:  Quite popular 
 

 



Name:  Krishna 

   

Relations:  Incarnation of Lord Vishnu 

Characteristics:  Young, playful and handsome.  
He is the God of love and joy 

Powers:  He can hypnotize women with his flute 
playing and dancing.  His is strong as a warrior but 
he brings peace.  He is the central character of 
the Bhagavad-Gita where he settles a family war. 

Transport:  The sacred Cow 

Popularity:  Excellent 
 

 

Name:  Ganga 
Relations:   

Characteristics: Ganga was a goddess in heaven but was brought 
to earth as the Goddess of the Ganges River.  

Powers:  Purifies people who bathe in her 

Transport:  Sea serpent   

Popularity: Very important, 
millions of people come as 
pilgrims to her waters.  She aids 
people in their journey to heaven.  

 

 



Name:  Garuda 
Relations:   

Characteristics:  God of the birds, a messenger between 
God’s and men.  He has the body of a man with the wings, 
talons, beak and claws of an Eagle. 

Powers:  Heroic and carries people to safety in many 
stories 

Transport:   

Popularity: Well liked 
 

 

Name:  Balarama 
Relations: Brother of Krishna 

Characteristics:  He has strength and obedience, an 
ideal brother and son.  He knows his duty and is 
honest.  

Powers:  Kills demons 

Transport:   

Popularity:  Not very 
Popular for worship but is a 
strong character in the 
tales of Krishna and the 
Ramayana. 
 

 



Can you invent 
another god ?  

Write about he / she 

on the lined page 

 

• Name 

• Relations 

• Characteristics 

• Power  

• Transport 

• Popularity 
 

 

 

  Draw the 
picture on 
the plain 
page  


