
A boy called Benjamin – Week 2: Discovering the past 

 

Dear Year 2, 

As I mentioned last week. Kirkley Cliff Road looked very different when I was growing up 

here in the 1920’s. Would you like me to show you around? Maybe we can compare my 

photographs with how the street looks now. It’s time to be history detectives! 

First of all, take a long look at this picture and try to work out where it is…. 

 

 

Here is a photograph as well. 

 

It’s a very big and impressive building, isn’t it?! Here is the same site today. 



 

Can you work out where it is? That’s right, it’s your school! 

This was The Empire Hotel, a very fashionable seaside hotel where people came to stay on 

holiday from all over the UK. Few people could afford cars, so most arrived by train. People 

came to enjoy the hotel rooms, restaurant and tennis courts, spend time on the beach, watch 

Punch and Judy shows, go to the theatre and dancehalls in town, go sailing on the Broads, 

watch steam drifter fishing boats in the harbour or stroll around Wellington Gardens or the 

new Kensington Gardens next door. This is what the beach looked like when I was growing 

up here. Watch this old film and see a family on holiday here in the 1920’s. Can you 

recognise places and buildings in the film?  http://www.eafa.org.uk/catalogue/8956 

 

 

While I was a little boy, it became St. Luke’s hospital, looking after people who were 

recovering from an illness called tuberculosis (TB). Drs felt the sea air would make them 

better. 

 

http://www.eafa.org.uk/catalogue/8956


Who would have thought it?! Can you imagine this building on your school field? Your 

school was built on the hotel’s tennis courts. 

However, it’s not just your school site that has changed with time. Here’s a map to show you 

the street in 1920. 

 

My house is opposite the Victoria Hotel and Victoria Mansions. Let’s compare them then and 

now. 

First the hotel. 

 

Now look at Victoria Mansions. What has changed and what has remained the same? Discuss 

it with an adult. 



 

Kensington Gardens did not exist when I was born. There were fields there. Can you see the 

Empire Hotel in the background? Compare it to how it looks today. 

  

How has the land use changed over the years? Discuss it with an adult. 

Here are the men from Lowestoft building Kensington Gardens in 1922. Many people were 

unemployed after the First World War (1914-18) and so local men who had no work helped 

to build the new pleasure gardens to help the town attract more tourists. It had a bowling 

green, tennis courts, sunken Japanese Garden, a bandstand and terraces.  

 

What has remained and what has changed? Discuss with an adult. 

Activity 2: Travel back in time 

1. With your family, go for a walk around our school area. Take this handout and look at 

the map. Can you find my house? Look and see what is still there and what has 

changed. Ask an adult to photograph you in different locations and record what you 

find in writing and pictures. (I will be telling you more about the other buildings on 

the map, next time). 

 



2. Imagine you have come on holiday to stay at the Empire Hotel. Did you travel by 

train or by car? Look at the photographs and old film and try to imagine how you feel 

when you see the hotel and seafront for the first time. Does your room have a balcony 

and sea view? What do you do on holiday? (Remember, there was no TV, mobile 

phones or devices!). Write a letter to a friend telling them what an amazing time you 

are having. Use evidence from the photographs and film to help you. 

 

I hope you are enjoying finding out about the past! 

Bye for now. 

Love, 

Ben x 


