
A boy called Benjamin -Week 3: School Days 

 
Dear Year 2, 

Are you enjoying finding out about the past? There’s so much more to show you! 

This week I thought I’d show you around my school and then can you tell me about yours 

please? I know how much you are missing being at school and seeing your friends. I’d love to 

hear all about it. 

My primary school isn’t there anymore. However, if you look at the map again, you can see 

an arrow pointing to where it was. 

 

You’ll see there was a convent and a convent school on Kirkley Cliff Road. This was the 

original St. Mary’s school and many years later in 1967, when the Empire Hotel/St Luke’s 

Hospital was pulled down, the nuns from the convent (the Sisters of St. Mary of Namur) 

bought the land and your school was built. 



It was only a short walk from my home to school and could see it from my garden gate. It 

stood just behind where the Thatched Cottage Tearooms are today. 

 

This is my school. Like yours, we could see the sea and beach from our classroom and 

playground. Was my school like yours? Read this advert about the school and think what is 

the same and what is different? 

 



Same Different 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 1. Make a chart like this and think about the similarities and differences between 

my school days and yours. 

 

We wore uniforms, but was mine like yours? Have a look, compare what I’m wearing to your 

school clothes and add some information to the chart. 

 

We had lessons in reading, writing and arithmetic (maths), history, geography and Latin (a 

very old language). I liked Games lessons (PE) and we did things like gymnastics and sports 

like rugby and cricket. What are your lessons like? Add more similarities and differences to 

your chart. 

This is what my classroom would have looked like. We sat in rows at wooden desks. We 

used pencils to write and ink dip pens. The ink sat in a little well on our desk and we could 

lift the lid to keep our books inside. Teachers were very strict and taught us using a 

blackboard and chalk. The classrooms were heated by a wood fuelled stove in winter. 

Compare this to your classroom and think about things you do and use every day when you 

are there. Add more to your chart. 

 



I liked my lessons at school, but most of all, I really liked the Games lessons. I loved cricket. 

Have a look at these photographs of me with my friends and in action on the cricket pitch! 

 

My cricket team won cups, but sometimes I made mistakes as you can see below! However, 

you don’t have to be brilliant at a sport to enjoy it. That’s what I say! Don’t you agree?! 

 

Activity 2 – Tell me what you like to do at school. What are your favourite subjects? What 

are you really good at or what do you enjoy best? Write me a letter and draw pictures to tell 

me and show me what things are like for you when you are at school and tell me about your 

friends too. 

I can’t wait to hear! Things must be different for children now, so please explain just as I 

have told you about what school was like for me 100 years ago. 

Bye for now, see you next week. 

Love, 

Ben x 


