
 

 

8th June 2020 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

Further from my letter last week I wished to make you aware of resources now available on our school 
website to support learning with our new topic – the seaside then and now. A lot of what I have attached 
will be mirror what I am using in school to ensure we all are at a similar place during this final half term.    

 
This collection of resources is a mixture of things created by myself, and some borrowed from third party sites 
that suits the context of learning. 
 
In the resources you will find: 
 

- Going to the beach -  This is a suitcase image and the aim is to pack a suitcase appropriate for the beach 
and to explain why we might need those things. There are two extension activities for this. One is 
labelling their items they’ve chosen, and the second is a seaside word mat for them to practice reading 
to extend their vocabulary. 

- Beach features- A very short activity, this provides children with some of the key vocabulary needed 
when learning about the seaside, and gives them a chance to practice their phonics as they learn to read 
new words. 

- Seaside sensory creative writing- For this activity the child imagines they are at the beach and have to 
describe what they can see, hear, taste, smell and feel. The aim here is to get them thinking creatively 
and using adjectives to add description to their sentences. If your child is struggling to create this mental 
imagery I recommend bringing up a beach photo for them to see to help them 

- Seaside acrostic poem- Now that the child has had the time to practice the sensory writing, the acrostic 
poem will be easier to write in oppose to had they not had the time to think about their senses before. 
They can recycle some of their good ideas. If seaside is too long, use ‘ B E A C H’ as an alternative. 

- Seaside: Then and now- There are two different powerpoints for this. I have labelled the one with 
further detail. The aim of this is to begin to teach the children what the beach was like in the past. A 
great video to support this if you’d prefer is freely available on youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWgnpY4L9so&t=760s 

 
This video ‘magic grandad’ is about a man who takes his children into a photo and back in time to learn what 
beach holidays were like in the past. For some children this may be a more engaging way to learn. 
 

- Past and present writing activity- This activity accompanies the magic grandad video and will challenge 
the children on what they have remembered. They have to think of something that used to happen in 
the past at the seaside but not now and vice versa and write this in their best handwriting. 

- Past and present cut and stick activity- This focuses more on the entertainment side of past beach 
holidays, and the children use what they have learned to assort the images into the correct categories. 

- Geography- Man made and natural features: There is a photo of Lowestoft sea front today. The 
children have to spot man made and natural features. These terms will require an explanation and so 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWgnpY4L9so&t=760s


 

 

please use the man made and natural features supporting powerpoint file to help you show the 
children examples of this prior to attempting the activity. 

- Seaside in a bottle- This is a clear set of instructions on the equipment needed and how to create the 
seaside in a bottle with your child. 

- Design an ice cream- Similar to the above, these instructions focus on how to create an ice cream cone. 
It further enhances motor skills and gets the child to enjoy being creative as they design their own 
perfect ice cream (non edible!) 

- Tally chart- This file is a cartoon image of different types of fish and coral and the children have to 
succesfully count how many of each there are and convey this information as a tally chart. We did not 
cover tally charts so this will need to be explained. My way of doing it is to very simply explain we count 
1-2-3-4 and our 5th line goes through the others. So that way we remember we have 5. So “1-2-3-4 and 
5 goes through the rest” 

- Seaside Maths activity book- This is a short booklet of maths activities that refresh the children’s minds 
on place value and the use of the more than/less than symbol.  

- What can you see at the beach- The purpose of this activity is to get children practicing using their 
verbs and adverbs. Whilst covered in class, they may need reminding of what these are. An example in 
the file might be: “I can see a dog.” Encourage your child to expand on this using questioning such as 
“what kind of dog? Can you describe him” till we get to “I can see a black and white dog.” This can then 
be extended further with questioning such as “And what is your black and white dog doing?” By this 
point we may have something along the lines of “I can see a black and white dog running around.” 
Again, this could be extended further with an adverb which can be gained by questioning “How is he 
running around?” “I can see a black and white dog running around quickly.” Pitch it as you see 
appropriate but that is a guide on how to keep stretching the learning just through questioning. 

- Oil pastel beach and waves- This activity does require oil pastels which I appreciate not everyone may 
have access to, in this instance more art based activities will come in future weeks. This was a nice one 
however that I wished to include. It allows your child to access a whole range of artistic skills  such as 
shading, blending and smudging. I have included a sped up video here as an example:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9ZSWshNBM0 

 
The technique looks advanced but it is possible to teach. The child creates the sand by shading a yellow and 
little bits of brown and then they smudge this together using a folded up paper towel. They then do similar 
with a dark and light blue before putting some white over. This will need support but with that support is 
achievable and should be an enjoyable task for your child. 
 
Finally, along with these resources new Maths mats were requested as they’ve been particular popular. 
New ones are up on our class webpage (thankyou to our website manager Miss. Holmes!). I will happily 
create these resources into packs for anyone that requests it. To request this please email me at: 
liam.calnan@stmarysrcps.org  

 
Thankyou for all the wonderful work you’ve been doing at home with your child. Take care and stay safe. 
 
Mr. Calnan 
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