
 

 

Tuesday 16th June 2020 
 
       Extra resources 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you are well. Last week I made teaching resources available to support the learning of our new topic at 
home ‘the seaside then and now.’ I stated in that letter that I would be giving extra bits to this weekly so I 
wanted to let you know what you can expect in this week’s additional resources. 
 
There is the first 3 lessons from our English work in class which is based on our book “The Snail and the Whale.” 
 
Lesson 1: is inference based. The aim is for your child to use their inference skills to guess what the story might 
be about and to say why.  Do not reveal the title to your child at this stage 
Lesson 2: Develops reading skills but also looks at a play on language and how a phrase like ‘having an itchy 
foot’ can mean wanting to travel in oppose to being literal. In the lesson 2 guide I have wrote an extended bullet 
point list of the sequence of questions to ask and tasks to do to fully support you teaching this. I have also 
scanned the page you need for this lesson. Do not reveal the title to your child at this stage 
Lesson 3: looks at a simile found in the first page of the book. We covered similes in class this year so see if your 
child can recall what a simile is. However if they cannot I have wrote an easy way of explaining it in the lesson 
document.  
 
Science 
In these resources I have included a powerpoint on a snail and a factfile for your child to have a go at 
afterwards. In addition, I have included an anatomy of a snail labelling activity 
 
Maths 
I have included a light activity which is choosing the right numbers to correctly build a snail’s shell. In terms of 
what we have done in class this week, we are using this week to look at part-part-whole models to recall our 
number bonds, as well as looking at fact families. I have included a part part whole sheet in this pack. To use 
this, you would put the whole number into the whole circle (e.g. if it is 10 then 10 stones). We would then move 
the ten stones into one of the parts to get our first number sentence: 10 + 0 = 10. Once we’ve noted that we can 
move one of the stones over to the other part to get a new number sentence: 9 + 1=10. In class we are recalling 
bonds up to 20 so this might be a good starting point at home also. 
 
After this we look at fact families- a set of calculations that can be made from the same set of numbers. E.g. 
 
8 + 2 = 10 
2 + 8 = 10 
10 – 8 = 2 
10 – 2 = 8 
 



 

 

A fantastic way of showing this that is very easy and mess free is to use a tensframe which can be found on a 
website called Mathsbot: https://mathsbot.com/manipulatives/tenFrame  
 
From this you can choose how high you want your number to go 
and the 2 colours for your counters to make all different fact 
families at a click for your child. It is very accessible to use so 
please have a go. Mathsbot also supports all different 
manipulatives so you may be able to use something else in your 
home learning. 
 
Later in the week we will be revisiting addition as we begin to recall the use of the four maths operations we 
learned this year. To begin with, we will be using concrete objects to count, but the emphasis will be counting 
on from a number. By this I mean that if we had a number sentence of 17 + 5 to begin counting from 17 not 1. 
We will also be practicing swapping our numbers around so we have to count less. (e.g. 22 + 8 instead of 8 + 22). 
 
Phonics is another area we are focusing on upon our return, and I am including the soundbutton sheets for all 
phase 5 sounds. For this your child has to draw sausages and beans (beans being a dot for one sound, and a line 
for 2+ letters making the sound) onto the words, and then read the words out.  
 
This week in particular in phonics we have revisited ay and ai, and learning that the ay varient normally comes 
at the end of a word whereas the ai variant is in the middle. I have included two “guess the word from the 
picture” powerpoints for each sound but this is just optional and the core learning could be replicated by a list 
of ai/ay words with the ink colour just being changed for the ai/ay so your child can physically see the pattern of 
where these sounds are found in a word.  
 
Art/D.T 
This week in class we have used a combination of 
painting, cutting, sticking and blending to create the 
front cover from our ‘snail and the whale’ book. An 
example of a finished one is just below and provides 
a nice, light activity for an afternoon after a good 
morning of learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
A good craft activity linked to our topic is to help your child create their own Victorian seaside entertainment by 
making their own Punch and Judy box. I have included the instructions on how to make this in the resources 
pack.  
 

https://mathsbot.com/manipulatives/tenFrame


 

 

I’ve included a 3rd art activity for this week which is to use an 
eggbox to create a coral scene. This is a relatively cheap way of 
engaging your child and again, allowing them to have a lighter 
afternoon whilst still being productive. 
 
Finally, I think it’s very important to remember that children 
have been off school for a long time now. A pandemic hasn’t 
occured for a century, and there is no telling the true impact 
this is having. As a final activity you might want to consider, is 
asking your child to think of all the things they are great at, or 
the things they have got better at at school this year and are 
proud of. They can then draw themselves as a superhero and 
write underneath why they are amazing. I think it’s very 
important we look out for the mental welfare for the children, 
whether in school or at home.  
 
 
 
I hope you like the ideas for the week. As always I am happy to print for you in school and to create a pack for 
collection. Please just email me if you need this arranged. 
 
Stay safe, healthy and best wishes. 
 
Mr. Calnan 


