
 

 

1st June 2020 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

Firstly, I hope everyone continues to be well. As you know some schools are now tentatively open with 

Year 1 returning week commencing 8th June 2020. Thankyou to everyone for responding to the return 

letter. 

Going forward I wanted to share a rough outline of what the plan will be over the coming weeks.  As 

we initially return the first few days will be spent accustomising to school in it's new format, learning 

the new rules in place to protect us, and a good portion of time spent on well being activities and 

social activities which I believe will be of great benefit to the children psychologically after a long 

period of not seeing their friends. 

In terms of what learning will look like, our topic for this half term is the seaside. In particular, we are 

focusing on comparing the past (Victorian Lowestoft) to modern day, and will be learning about what 

schools used to look like, what toys there used to be, and what a typical day at the seaside used to 

look like in terms of clothing, activities etc. 

For our Geography focus we will be looking at the difference between natural and man made features 

of an area, and extending this to link in with our seaside theme by spotting these features on the 

beach. 

Our English book for this half term will be 'The Snail and the Whale' by Julia Donaldson, where we will 

build our inference skills, adding dialogue, making predictions and extending our range of vocabularly 

by learning new phrases. This book fits in nicely with our seaside theme for this half term. 

In terms of Maths, I have taken the decision not to teach anything new for the remainder of this 

school year. I believe a more productive use of time will be to focus on re-visiting and consolidating 

what we did learn this year before the pandemic put us into lockdown. This means that one week will 

have a place value focus, then addition, subtraction, multiplication, division etc.  

For Art we will be looking at artists such as Van Gogh, recreating his famous seascape art as a collage. 

We will practice our fine motor skills by painting a seaside theme inspired by cornish artist John Dyer, 

and using our DT skills to create our own 'beach in a bottle.' 



 

 

Amongst other things, in Science we will be attempting to separate salt and sand from water using a 

filter and learning new scientific terms along the way. 

In general there is a nice range of things for the children to enjoy when they return. However I am well 

aware not everyone will be returning. To those at home I now wish to provide some reassurance that 

anything I plan on delivering in class I am happy to share the resources with you to use at home so 

your child is still learning the same material as the class. I have also created a topic mat for this half 

term with some ideas for you. I will add to these weekly with new ideas and options for you.  

If you would like access to the resources I will be using in class please let me know and I will create a 

version that can be delivered at home. To request this simply email me at: 

liam.calnan@stmarysrcps.org 

Secondly, I also wanted to make you aware that I will be calling this week between 10am and 3pm to 

check everybody is ok and to try and answer any questions you may have about what is happening 

going forward.  

Finally I just want to say that I have been amazed by all the incredible learning being done at home. I 

have seen all sorts, and what is wonderful is that there has been a mixture of topic mats, maths and 

english, but also completely new branches of learning driven by your child's interest- this is fantastic! I 

know this is not an easy time but you are doing very well. Equally I know you will be concerned about 

whether your child is where they should be in comparison to their peers. The honest truth is that 

there'll be gaps in different areas which can be addressed in school. On a much more positive note 

though there will be a great deal of strengths in different areas too from where you have steered their 

learning! 

I wish everyone continued good health as we go into this final half term. Stay safe, and as always if you 

need anything please just send an email across. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr. Calnan 

 


