
Issue 9 

 

Artist of the week – Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944) 

Paintings of the week – Swinging (1925) 

 

   

 

Kandinsky was born in Moscow in Russia. He was not always an artist, but studied Law and Politics at 

Moscow University, later becoming a teacher of Law. 

One day, Kandinsky went to see an exhibition of French Impressionist paintings. It was the day that 

changed his life. He was so amazed by what he saw that he decided to leave his successful job, his 

home and move country to become an artist. He moved to Munich in Germany to study art and later 

travelled to Italy, Holland and Tunis. After years of travels, he finally put on an exhibition of his work in the 

city of the French Impressionists, Paris. 

We call his work abstract today because it includes shape and colour, rather than things that look 

familiar. Kandinsky was called an Expressionist painter because he expressed his feelings and ideas 

through the use of line, shape, colour and symbols. He taught art at a famous art school in Germany and 

wrote books about art. One important idea he had was that shapes give certain colours more impact. 

In this painting, ‘Swinging’, he invited his students to talk about what they could see in the shapes and 

colours. Look very closely. What do you see? What sort of ideas were in Kandinsky’s mind as he painted 

it? To this day, people are still talking about his work and imagining. 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Artist’s Corner 



Ideas for your artwork  

 

Abstract Collages – Using any coloured paper or card, cut out shapes and arrange them into abstract 

collages. Don’t make something recognisable, use your imagination and make people guess what object 

or scene you had in mind. 

Swinging mobile – Cut out coloured shapes and suspend them onto card or even a wire coat hanger 

with wool or thread. Can you make shapes that swing when a breeze catches them? 

Connecting shapes  

1. To make a flat picture, cut shapes from coloured and black card or paper. Cut a slit in each shape 

and fir them together. Try various patterns before gluing them down to your background. 

2. To make a sculpture, cut slits in two squares of card to form a base. Fit them together. Cut out 

other shapes from coloured card. Cut slits in them and fit them together to make a free-standing 

sculpture. 

 

Links and tour 

Learn more about Kandinsky and this work. 

All About Kandinsky 

See one of the greatest collections of Kandinsky’s work at the Guggenheim Museum in New York. 

Kandinsky Gallery 

Have fun exploring Kandinsky’s work and please send any photographs of your own to Miss Holmes for 

our newsletter. Don’t forget to keep any arts and crafts safe for our Lockdown exhibition when we return 

to school. 

Warm creative wishes to everyone at home. 

Miss Wharrier 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stmarysrcps.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/All-about-Kanginsky.pdf
https://www.guggenheim.org/exhibition/kandinsky-gallery

