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Artist of the week – Raoul Dufy (1877-1953) 

Paintings of the week – Regatta at Cowes (1934) 

 

During Lockdown we have been blessed with some beautiful weather, but in recent days we have 

seen rain, storms and I am quite sure everyone is looking forward to the sunshine coming back! 

With this in mind, I have chosen a painting which has all the brightness and colour of a summer’s 

day by the sea. 

Raoul Dufy was born in Le Havre, a town in Normandy, France. He grew up in an ordinary family 

with five sisters and three brothers. Le Havre was a busy port and Dufy loved to watch the different 

types of boats coming and going, especially the sailing ships. 

When he was eighteen, he discovered an interest in art and went to evening classes in Le Havre. 

Later he went on to study art and got to know painters like Matisse and Derain (who we will learn 

about next week). He was very influenced by these two artists and experimented with colour and 

style. Dufy was very talented and as well as being a painter, he also became a brilliant fabric 

designer, he designed stage sets, tapestries, furniture, menus and posters. 

Dufy was a very happy, optimistic person who really loved life. Dufy particularly liked going to 

events where there were lots of people enjoying themselves or doing things together. He painted 

horse races in England, harvests in Normandy, jazz bands in Mexico, regattas in France and 

England as well as gala evenings, concerts and sporting events. 

Dufy loved regattas, where people come together to show and race boats. I think this was because 

of his childhood happy memories of watching boats in Le Havre harbour. The one in our painting 

takes place every year in Cowes, on the Isle of Wight, which is off the south coast of England. This 

painting shows the fun he had there in the streamers, flags and bustle. The oil paint he uses has 

been painted lightly and freely, almost like a watercolour painting. The joyful atmosphere he 

creates in this and all his paintings made him a very popular painter and a very popular man who 

had lots of friends. 

St Mary’s Artist’s Corner 



 

Ideas for your artwork  

 

1. Wax crayon sailing boats - On a piece of white paper, draw outlines of boats and flags and 

then fill in the shapes with bright colours. Try not to leave any white spaces and make your 

drawing have lots of colour and energy. Use a blunt pencil to scratch patterns and lines into 

the double layers of wax crayon, to reveal the colours underneath. 

2. Collage boat scene – Find coloured card, paper, magazines and cut out boat shapes. Paint 

a bright blue background (or use crayons, felt tips or pencils). Glue the boats onto the sea 

and sky background and then make a bunting border with cut out paper to frame your 

scene. 

3. Water line bobbing boats – Take a long piece of stiff cardboard (from a box or packaging). 

This will be the base of the artwork. Cut out boat shapes and sails and then decorate with 

colourful papers, sequins and anything bright and bold. Make flags for each boat. Stick 

them on the cardboard strip. 

Next, using curled strips of paper or wrapping ribbon, glue or staple to the cardboard so 

they hang down. This will become the sea under the boats.  

Then, make underwater creatures. Use your imagination to make fish, whales, seahorses 

and lots of other creatures, decorate them and stick or staple them into the waves. 

 

Links and tour 

See lots of examples of Dufy’s amazing work. 

The Art of Raoul Dufy 

 

Find out more about Dufy. 

Tate Gallery – Raoul Dufy 

Raoul Dufy in La Havre 

 

What does it feel like to be a part of Cowes Regatta? Take to the water and find out! 

Cowes Week 2017 – World Sailing Show 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlJqIWdB3eY
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/raoul-dufy-1038
http://www.muma-lehavre.fr/en/exhibitions/raoul-dufy-le-havre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bHIaoF5meF4


Have fun exploring Dufy’s work and please send any photographs of your own to Miss Holmes for 

our newsletter. Don’t forget to keep any arts and crafts safe for our Lockdown exhibition when we 

return to school. 

Warm creative wishes to everyone at home. 

Miss Wharrier 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


