
A boy called Benjamin Week 5 – My Special Gift 

 
Dear Year 2, 

Did you enjoy finding out about my toys? I hope you managed to work out how I played with 

them and the sorts of games I enjoyed. 

This week, I want to tell you a bit more about myself. Every one of us has a special gift. 

Something we are good at and which we enjoy, even when we find it hard to learn or do. 

For me, my special gift was music. Do you remember I mentioned that my mum liked music 

and was a keen musician? As soon as I was old enough, she encouraged me to play 

instruments and learn to read music. Here I am at the piano at home. 

To help me learn to read music, I was given a special gift, a box full of musical notes. Have 

you ever seen anything like this before? Reading music is like learning a new language. All 

the notes have names and positions on a sheet of music lines. 

 

Thanks to this little box I learned to read music and started to compose (write) my own music 

when I was five and six years old. Here’s a piece I wrote when I was 6. 

 



 

Would you like me to teach you? It’s easy, you’ll see! 

Activity 1: Naming Notes 

Let’s learn the names of the notes. As I mentioned, they all have a special place on the lines 

of music, that’s how you know what note they are. Look at Resource 1 - Clef worksheet and 

write in the names of the notes on the picture below. The Treble Clef at the top is for your 

right hand and the Bass Clef at the bottom is for your left hand. 

 



Can you see there are little rhymes to help you remember the notes? So, on the Treble Clef, 

the notes on the lines are E, G, B, D, F, Every Good Boy Deserves Fun. The notes that sit in 

between the lines are F, A, C, E and that spells Face! We will focus on these notes. Here’s 

how they look on a piano. 

 

Activity 2: Compose a melody 

Now it’s your turn. Write your own piece of music and remember to write the notes 

underneath. Use Resource 2 - Blank Stave Sheet attached. 

Now, let’s play your composition! I wonder what your melody will sound like? If you don’t 

have a piano or keyboard at home, go to this website and you can play your piece on a virtual 

piano! 

https://virtualpiano.net/ 

Record the music if you can. 

Activity 3: Create a performance. 

From an early age, I loved to perform in front of people. One of my first pieces of music was 

inspired by a poem. Here it is. 

 

You can find the poem I composed for in Resource 3 – Poem. 

Why don’t you try to compose a piece of music for my poem or a poem by a children’s 

author? There are lots to choose from here. 

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/ 

https://virtualpiano.net/
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/


Write the poem (or a bit of it) in your best handwriting and use Resource 2 again to compose 

a piece of music for a character, or to be played as someone else reads the poem. Please 

record it if you can. I can’t wait to hear! 

Activity 4: Rhythm and Pulse 

There’s more to music than the notes. There are other things like Rhythm and Pulse you need 

to know about if you are to become a composer like me. Look at Resource 4 - Rhythm and 

Pulse lesson to help you learn and ask an adult to help you create rhythm patterns together 

using the worksheet. Don’t worry if you don’t have any instruments at home. Use your hands 

and feet to clap and stamp, pans and wooden spoons for drums or make your own percussion 

instrument. 

Very soon, you will be creating your own performances for friends and family.  

Have fun! 

Next time, I will tell you how my love of music would set me on a lifelong journey that 

would take me all over the world and then finally bring me back to Suffolk again and to a 

new home. I’ll tell you all about it next time. 

Enjoy becoming musicians and performers, just like me!  

Let Miss Wharrier see and hear your ideas and compositions and I can’t wait to find out what 

you can create. 

Love, 

Ben x 

 

P.S. Here is one of my earliest performances. Can you find me? 

 

 


