
The Hedgehog by Dick King Smith 

Literacy learning activities 

 
Literacy work around this text will link to cross curricular work about living things, the 
environment and the local area with strong links therefore to Science, Geography and PSHE and 
Citizenship. There are opportunities for ICT through research into hedgehogs and presentation of 
information.  
Creating a Role play area will enhance opportunities for Talk for Writing and could become a road 
safety office or possibly a hedgehog protection centre. 
 
Session 1: Introduction 
 
Show your child a photograph of a hedgehog (see below) and find out what they know already 
about these lovely wild creatures. Talk about what you would like to find out about them and 
write questions. Start to research hedgehogs, their habitats and how to care for them. 
 

https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehogs-action 
  

Session 2: Visualisation and drawing  
 
Read the first chapter of the book. Allow time for your child to respond to this. Ask them to talk 
about what they know about Max and his family and their problems so far.  


Then reread the section describing where the family live and the park. Encourage them to close 
their eyes and visualise the scene. Talk about the park and why the family are so interested in the 
park. Ask your child to draw a picture of the park showing the hedgehog family enjoying a night 
there and looking for delicacies. Annotate their drawings demonstrating how to do this  


During an art session make a collage of the story setting showing the street and houses, the busy 
road and the park with all the creatures that live there. This will help your child visualise the scene 
and the predicament of the hedgehogs.  
 
Session 3: Writing in role 
 
Read the second chapter of the story. Think about this scene. Imagine the busy pedestrians, the 
traffic and the hedgehogs. Ask your child to think about what the hedgehogs could see and how 
they felt. Using a piece of paper folded to make a small notebook, ask your child to write in role as 
Max listing what he could see and his ideas about crossing the road. Demonstrate this first of all 
encouraging the children to offer their suggestions. Use adjectives and adverbs to add description 
and detail. 
 

Session 4: Word play  
 
Read chapter three. Ask your child to talk to you about what they noticed about how Max changed 
after his accident. Reread phrases from the book such as ‘I got a head on the bump’. Talk about 
the kinds of things Max said and what he really meant. Working together, ask them to write 
‘before’ and ‘after’ speech bubbles for Max showing how his speech had got muddled.  At the end 
of the session ask your child to read their muddled speech bubble to see of other family members 
can guess what Max was trying to say. 



  

Session 5: Shared writing  


Read chapters four and five before this session allowing time for your child to respond to it. Have a 
discussion about road safety. Brainstorm together safe places to cross drawing on the child’s own 
experience and talking about what Max has found out so far and what he might try to find out 
next. As a shared writing activity, work with your child to prepare a road safety poster for 
hedgehogs. Then ask them to work independently and make their own road safety poster. It might 
be helpful to look at the Department of transport website during or before this session (see below 
for details.) The finished posters could be displayed in a role play area (possibly in their bedroom) 
set up as a road safety office. 
 
  

Session 6: Role play and character profile  
 
Read chapters six and seven before this session.  


Talk about what you know about Max’s character how you would describe him. What sort of 
things might his sisters ask him? Talk about this imaginary scene. Ask your child to draw a large 
hedgehog shape on a piece of A3 paper and inside to write what they know about him. Around the 
outside ask the children to write what they would ask him if they met him.  
 

Session 7 and 8: Role play shared writing  


Read chapters eight and nine before this session and allow time for a discussion about the book 
allowing the child to respond using the ‘Tell me’ approach with their likes, dislikes, connections 
they may make with their own experience or other texts and any puzzles they still have.  


Ask them to imagine what the lollipop lady or the milkman might have said about what she 
witnessed, re reading this section of the story. Ask your child to think about being a reporter and 
write questions to interview the lollipop lady. Role play with your child as them as the reporter 
and you as the lollipop lady. As a shared writing activity, compile the lollipop lady’s statement 
summarising what she saw. This will help the children when they write their own stories on day 
nine.  
 

Session 9: Storytelling and drawing 
 
Have a storytelling session describing the story of Max and the ‘first crossings’ encouraging your 
child to contribute. Then ask the them to tell parts of the story as a verbal recount. Finish the 
session by asking your child to draw a picture of the first crossings together.  
 
 
Session 10 and 11: Story writing 
 
Ask your child to write the story of Max and the ‘first crossings’ together. Having the drawings they 
made in the previous session would be helpful. Allow time during and after the session for children 
to read their work to share ideas with you. The story could be edited, rewritten or presented using 
Word and made into an illustrated book. 
 

Session 10, 11 and 12: Presenting Information  
Return to the first activity on day one and look again at the list of what they knew about 
hedgehogs and what they wanted to find out. Ask your child to think about whether they could 



add any more information to the list of what they already know after reading the book and talk 
about whether any of their questions about hedgehogs have been answered.  
 
Using the following links, research hedgehogs, their habitats, characteristics and welfare. 
 
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehogs-action 
https://www.activewild.com/hedgehog-facts-kids/ 
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/wildlife/inthewild/gardenhedgehogs 
 
Make an illustrated information poster about hedgehogs which could then be displayed on the 
wall or if you have the software, made into a power point presentation.  
 
Session 13 and 14: Comprehension 
 
See our Year 2 webpage for comprehension activities. 
 
Other activities: 
Learn more about the author, Dick King Smith. 
https://www.dickkingsmith.com/ 
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