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Locations of the Tropical Rainforests

Tropical Rainforests are found near the Equator in between the Tropic of Cancer 
and the Tropic of Capricorn. The largest Tropical Rainforest is called the Amazon 
Rainforest which is in Uruguay, Paraguay, Peru and Argentina, however 60% of it 
is in Brazil. The second largest is in central Africa in the Congo.



What is a biome?

A biome is a large region of Earth that has a certain climate and living things eg: 
Rainforests, Deserts and Grasslands. The plants and creatures within the biome 
have adapted to their surroundings to stay living in that biome. The difference 
between Deserts and Rainforests is Deserts have a lot less life because they lack 
plants and water for animals to feed and drink on, whereas Rainforests are rich in 
life and plants. For example the Sahara Desert has 70 species of mammals, 
however the Amazon Rainforest has a fist pumping 427!



Physical features of the rainforest biome
The 4 main characteristics of the rainforest is the fact that it has: very high annual 
rainfall, high average temperature, nutrient pure soil and a high level of 
biodiversity. A square- 4 -mile (2560 acres) area of Rainforest contains as many as 
1500 flowering plants, 750 species of trees, 400 species of birds and 150 species 
of butterflies.



Who lives in the the Rainforest biome?
Rainforests are tremendously rich in animal life. They’re populated with insects 
(like butterflies and beetles), arachnids (like spiders and ticks), worms, reptiles 
(like snakes and lizards), amphibians (like frogs and toads), birds (like parrots and 
toucans) and mammals (like sloths and jaguars). All of these animals are suitable 
to live here because of the habitats of the rainforest. Eg: Chimpanzees have long 
arms to swing above their predators and opposable thumbs to help them find food 
with tools.



Humans in Rainforests
In most tribes, if a baby is born they are not likely to make it past 1 or 2 years old 
and if they do they will often die of a disease that is easily cured in the West. A 
tribe member around the age of 40 or above is considered as a tribal elder. It is 
estimated that the Amazon supported about 6 million tribes before 1500AD. By 
2000 there were less than 250,000. The positives of living in a rainforest tribe are 
there is little mental illness, little high blood pressure and good fitness. They help 
to keep the environment balanced because they only take what they need and 
what they know will grow back.



Why are Tropical Rainforests important?
Biodiversity: Rainforests contain half of the world’s plants and species. 
Biodiversity is important for producing enough oxygen, water, fresh air and food for 
humans and animals.

Medicines: Biodiversity is a big factor of medicines because most of our medicine 
is made by plants and if we destroy those plants we do not know what medicines 
we could have created in the future.

Flooding: During heavy downpours the mass of vegetation catches and holds 
most of the rain. Trees also help to control the amount of water in the soil and 
block some of the rain from hitting the ground or in other patches not block the rain 
and cause a flood.



Is the Rainforest biome in any DANGER?
Rainforests can be damaged in many different ways but some are common and 
threatening. Some of the reasons are climate change and logging. Logging is 
when people cut down trees for all sorts of things things such as wood, wood pulp 
(which is used to make paper), furniture and construction. Climate change is when 
the wind and temperature in a certain place starts to change and in Tropical 
Rainforests can cause droughts which can cause die-offs of trees and dries out 
leaf litter, which increases the risk of forest fires.



Have you been paying attention?

1.  Name one of the reasons that Rainforests are in danger.
2.  Name 3 characteristics of the Rainforest.
3.  Name 3 animals that live in the Rainforest.
4.  What hemisphere are Rainforests most commonly located?
5.  Name 4 examples of a biome.
6. Name 2 examples of why Tropical Rainforests are important.



Glossary
Equator= An invisible line halfway between the North and South pole.

Habitat= A habitat is a home environment where a plant or animal lives.

Hemisphere= One half of a sphere, especially of the earth. It divides the Earth into 
the Northern and Southern hemisphere.

Tropic of Cancer= The Tropic of Cancer is the Northern line of latitude on the 
Earth where the sun is directly overhead in mid summer. 

Tropic of Capricorn=  The Southern line of latitude on the Earth where the sun is 
directly overhead in midwinter.


