
Issue 7 

Artist of the week – Edouard Vuillard (1868-1940) 

Painting of the week – The Reader 1896 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week I wanted to find an artwork that explored textures and textiles. I remembered Edouard Vuillard, 

because his mother was a dressmaker and his uncle a textile designer. He was born in the Loire Valley in 

France. Later the family moved to Paris in 1877 and Vuillard became a student at the Ecole des Beaux-

Arts in 1886. A promising art student, he won a place at the Académie Julian. There he met the artist, 

Bonnard (who later became world famous) and other painters with whom he founded the Les Nabis 

Movement of Art in 1889 (the name Nabis means prophet in Hebrew). These young artists wanted to 

change the way people looked at things and Edouard wanted people to see beauty in their surroundings. 

Through his painting, Edouard wanted to show everyone the beauty of pattern in everyday settings. So, 

he looked for pattern in people’s homes and painted people in everyday life.  

While at art school in Paris he had seen medieval works of art like the Millefleur tapestries and paintings 

we looked at a few weeks ago during Easter. Edouard wanted to create the same effect in his own work. 

Therefore, he used textures, patterns and colour for decorative effect. 

This painting is one of four panels designed for the library of his friend, Dr Vaquiz, in Paris. Every panel 

depicted a scene from everyday life, but with exquisite patterns displayed through the wallpaper and 

furnishings. 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Artist’s Corner 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/glossary/nabis


Ideas for your artwork 

Room in a box 

Take a box and create a room from your home or an 

imaginary room. Decorate the walls with wrapping paper or 

wallpaper designed by you. Make chairs and other pieces of 

furniture out of yoghurt pots and other recycled items, then 

decorate them in bright and bold patterns and colours. Make 

people to live in the room and think about what they might be 

doing. Does the room have a special purpose like a living 

room, dining room, art studio? 

 

Collage Bookmarks 

 

Take a piece of cardboard and cut it to a bookmark size. Use scraps of coloured 

paper, wallpaper, wrapping paper, magazines and your own drawings to cut and 

collage your very own unique bookmarks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Patchwork Designs (Tessellation) 

   

Can you design a tessellating pattern for a 

patchwork cushion or bedcover? Use a piece of 

cardboard to make a template so each square or 

triangle is the same size. Use it to cut out shapes 

from patterned papers (or your own drawn patterns) 

and then fit them together to make your design. 

Make the design as bold and colourful as you can. 

 

Find out more about Edouard Vuillard 

Tate Gallery – Edouard Vuillard 

WikiArt – Edouard Vuillard 

Go on a virtual tour of the National Gallery in London 

National Gallery Tour 

Search the gallery’s collection for Edouard’s work and other artists. 

National Gallery – search the collection 

 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/edouard-vuillard-2112
https://www.wikiart.org/en/edouard-vuillard
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/search-the-collection


Please send photos of your arts and crafts to Miss Holmes for our weekly newsletter and keep your work 

safe to give to me when we are all back together again for our 

Lockdown Exhibition! 

Warm creative best wishes to you all at home, 

Miss Wharrier 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


