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Artist of the week – Georgia O’Keefe (1887-1986) 

Painting of the week – Poppies (c.1927) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“If you take a flower in your hand and really look at it, it’s your world for the moment.” (Georgia O’Keefe) 

This week we celebrate VE Day (Victory in Europe 8th May 1945) and remember all those who suffered 

and died across Europe during the Second World War. As Europe and the rest of the world are currently 

battling a different kind of war against Corona Virus, it seemed appropriate to find a subject we associate 

with remembrance. Therefore, I have chosen Poppies by Georgia O’Keefe. 

Georgia grew up on a farm in Wisconsin, USA, between the great forests and open prairies, where she 

loved exploring the countryside and different seasons.  

She went to art school in Chicago where she painted to music, creating beautiful abstract shapes. Later, 

she moved to New York, where she saw exhibitions of European abstract paintings which inspired her. 

She married Arthur Stieglitz, a photographer, whose close-up photographs inspired her to look at ordinary 

things in a different way. She painted buildings, clouds, skyscrapers, hills, deserts, and most famously, 

flowers.  She said, “I’ll paint what I see, what a flower is to me, but I’ll paint it big and they’ll be surprised 

into taking time to look at it”. People loved these paintings then and still do today. 

Georgia later moved to New Mexico where she painted the desert, before finally settling in Santa Fe 

where she painted more of her favourite flowers. Her home in Santa Fe has now become a museum 

commemorating her life and work. 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Artist’s Corner 



Ideas for your artwork 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower pictures and paper flowers 

Find a flower in your garden or near your home and try to paint a close-up of it. Make it bigger than it 

really is and try to capture the colour and details.  

Gather bits of paper together and make flowers by sticking giant petals onto a piece of paper, or use a 

wire coat hanger for the stem and loop the wire through the centre of your flower to make it 3D. Cover the 

wire stem with green paper. 

Try making your own version of Georgia’s Poppies as a mark of remembrance for VE Day. 

Line Rainbow flowers for the NHS 

Draw some small flower shapes at random on some white paper in felt tip pen. Change colour and 

increase the size of each flower by flowing the shape with a continuous line around the flower. Keep 

changing colour and where the flowers meet, continue the line under or over each shape. Where there 

are gaps around or in between your giant, abstract flowers, colour with back to make the flowers stand 

out. 

Flowers for VE Day 

Using Google, look for flowers and plant emblems used by different countries across Europe, for example 

thistle for Scotland, edelweiss for Switzerland etc. Make a piece of artwork using the ideas above as a VE 

Day commemoration. 

Links and tour 

Find out about Georgia O’Keefe’s life and work. 

Georgia O’Keefe Museum 

 

 

https://www.okeeffemuseum.org/about-georgia-okeeffe/


Follow in Georgia’s footsteps and go on a virtual tour of the Metropolitan Museum of New York. 

Museum of the city of New York 

Why not wander around seeing the sights of New York? Virtually tour around some major land marks of 

the city that inspired Georgia. 

New York virtual tours 

Discover the plant emblems of European countries. 

European National Flowers 

 

Please keep all of your arts and crafts safe for our Lockdown Exhibition and, meanwhile, send photos to 

Miss Holmes to add into our weekly newsletter. 

Best creative warm wishes to everyone at home, 

Miss Wharrier 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mcny.org/collections?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvIvIrrKh6QIV0e3tCh0LWgHkEAAYAyAAEgItk_D_BwE
https://scholasticatravel.com/2016/03/09/new-york-city-virtual-tours/
https://blog.fantasticgardeners.co.uk/europe-national-flowers/

