
Issue 5 

Artist of the week – Giuseppe Arcimboldo (1527-93) 

Painting – Summer (1573) and The Librarian (1565) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week I have chosen an artist who was hundreds of years before his time. His work is famous today 

because of the skill, imagination and humour he put into every painting. 

Giuseppe Arcimboldo was the son of a Renaissance painter who worked in Milan Cathedral in Italy. In 

1562 he went to Germany and got a job as court painter at Hapsburg Court in Vienna to the Emperor, 

Maximillian II.  

Arcimboldo was known for his sense of humour and the Emperor soon realised this when he saw work like 

The Librarian which is a portrait made entirely out of books! Today The Librarian is known all over the 

world. The Emperor commissioned him to paint a Four Seasons series. Arcimboldo painted the Seasons to 

represent the four stages of adult life: Spring as a teenager, Summer as a young man, Autumn as a 

mature man and Winter as an old man.  

Summer consists of different summer fruits and vegetables: the cheek is a peach, the chin a pear, the 

jacket is made of stalks of corn. The collar has the words ‘Giuseppe Arcimboldo F’ (F stands for ‘made’ in 

Latin) and the year is painted on the sleeve.  

Maximillian’s son, Rudolph II, had a large collection of amazing treasures from around the world, displayed 

in what were known as ‘Rooms of Art and Wonders’. Arcimboldo loved these rooms and often included 

objects in his paintings – amazing objects from the ancient past, as well as live animals from around the 

world! His own paintings became ‘wonders’ like those in the collection and Arcimboldo is known all over 

the world 500 years later. 

 

 

St Mary’s Artist’s Corner 



Ideas for your artwork  

 

Funny portraits – Can you make a face out of fruit and vegetables? Be inspired by Summer. 

You could draw or paint them, cut out photographs from magazines and collage them or even use real fruit 

and vegetables, arrange them on a table and take photographs! 

Object people – Can you be as creative as Arcimboldo and make a person out of objects like The 

Librarian? 

Cut out everyday objects from magazines and arrange them to form a figure. Glue them onto a dark 

background to give a dramatic effect. Find objects around the house and arrange them to form a portrait or 

figure. Take photographs and send them in! 

Links and tour 

Find out more about the artist and his work. 

Guiseppe Arcimboldo 

Arcimboldo – Nature and Fantasy 

Join people around the world creating works of art from household objects! Take a tour around the Getty 

Museum and find a piece of artwork to recreate at home. 

Artworks Recreated with household items 

Lockdown Exhibition  
 
Calling all home schooling artists!  
Ferini Gallery in Pakefield have kindly offered to let us hold an exhibition of our Lockdown Art later in the 
year.  
Please keep all of your artwork you have been doing at home safe and give it to Miss Wharrier when 
school resumes.  
Keep Creating!  

Best creative good wishes to everyone at home,  
 
Miss Wharrier 

https://www.giuseppe-arcimboldo.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrXhgxqHBh4
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/getty-artworks-recreated-with-household-items-by-creative-geniuses-the-world-over/

