
 

Monday 20th April 
Dear Year Six, Parents/Carers, 

Year 6 Home Learning: Summer 1  
 
I hope this letter finds you all well and coping with the strange and challenging times we find ourselves 
in.  We have been fortunate with some lovely sunny weather and hopefully you have all been able to 
make the most of this in the garden or on daily walks.   
 
As I am sure you are already aware, following Mrs Crane’s letter and the government advice, school 
will remain closed for the majority of children until further notice.  We would ask that children 
continue learning from home in some form or other and this letter will provide more details on 
activities and ideas to support you. However, we cannot stress enough that there is no expectation 
from us for you to try and run a normal school day. With many of you working from home and also 
possibly having to support learning and care for other children of differing ages, it is impossible to 
expect learning to carry on as normal. Therefore, we would recommend trying to find time to make 
learning fit around your schedules: whether that means only doing an hour or two in the morning, or 
doing short bursts at various times throughout the day. Please make it work for you and your family 
and do get in touch via email if you need any advice or support. My email address is: 
bridget.wright@stmarysrcps.org       
 
Year 6 Home learning 
 
When the school closed, you were provided with a home learning pack. Some of you may have already 
finished these activities with your children, some of you may have only managed to complete one or 
two, or just begun some.  Please continue to use the pack if you wish to – the focus on SATs is no 
longer applicable, but keeping up with Maths and English will be a bonus for transition to High School 
in September.   A reminder of activities previously shared with you: 
 

 Daily reading (or being read to). 

 20 minutes of Times Table RockStars.  Has your child explored all the different areas?  Have 
they reached “rock star status” yet? 

 Daily Maths lessons from either White Rose or Gareth Malone (details on Year 6 website page) 

 Writing tasks online via Jane Considine:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rs3rCIhtQso 

 Exploring Science, History and Geography topics via Twinkl website. 

 Joe Wick’s P.E. daily sessions and/or any other keeping fit and active videos on Youtube. 
 
Miss Holmes is doing a fantastic job updating our Year 6 website page where you will find my previous 
Home Learning letters and links to all the online learning previously shared with you.  In addition to all 
of these, we have some new activities on our website class pages: 
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English:  
There is a “Talk 4 Writing” learning booklet which provides reading and writing activities based around 
a text called ‘Doors – the world of possibility’, which can be accessed via the link in this letter or on the 
Year 6 class page. It is quite a lengthy document but you do not have to print it off in order to 
complete the tasks – these can just be copied out into your child’s draft book or onto paper. However, 
you are welcome to print it off if you wish. There will be new Talk 4 Writing learning booklets released 
in the coming weeks, which will be shared with you via the website. 
https://www.stmarysrcps.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Year-6-Talk-for-Writing-Unit.pdf 
 
Reading:  
We appreciate that in the present climate it is not easy to get hold of new books so Mrs Merriott will 
be sending out a separate letter this week for a reading website called ‘Epic Reading’. All parents and 
carers will be individually sent an email inviting them to access this great free, resource - please keep 
an eye out for the email for this within the next week.   Remember reading is the most important thing 
your child can do.  
 
Maths: 
There are some really useful Maths mats that are now available on the Year 6 class page. The National 
Centre of Excellence in teaching Maths (NCETM) has also created a whole series of lessons that can be 
followed on YouTube. They are very visual and include an explanation from a teacher. They also 
include home activities at the end so this learning can be put into practice. 
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/54454?utm_source=NCETM%20Newsletters&utm_campaign=4
a4d6a8df7-primary-round-up-april-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_13f8d631f4-4a4d6a8df7-
222572677 
 
Geography:  
Our school Geography topic focus for this half term is biomes. Biomes are large areas, or ecosystems, 
of the earth that have similar weather, climates, landscapes, animals and plants. Each class has been 
assigned a specific biome to focus on and Year 6 will be learning about Rainforests.   We began this 
topic in school but on our class page there is a list of activities for your child to work through to 
produce a project, along with a knowledge organiser which will provide all of the subject specific 
knowledge required, plus a brief overview of other biomes which could also be helpful.   An extra 
activity for this could be to create some artwork related to the layers of the rainforest and I attach an 
example with this letter.   
 
Science 
As well as exploring our science topic “Animals, including humans”, our next topic is “Evolution and 
Inheritance”, exploring how animals adapt to their environments and looking at fossils.   You can start 
exploring this activity with your child at home, again using Twinkl:  
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-s-121-new-planit-science-year-6-evolution-and-inheritance-unit-

pack 
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Also on the main school website are details of the NHS Project where there are a variety of fun 
projects for your child to carry out, whilst also recognising the amazing job our NHS is doing.   I also  
wonder if any of Year 6 have created a birthday card to send to the inspirational Caption Tom Moore 
for his 100th birthday on 30th April?  If they have, maybe send a photo of it to Miss Holmes for the 
Photo Newsletter.  
 
Finally, we have sent a separate message out about the new online daily lessons from the BBC through 
the BBC Bitesize website available on BBC iplayer and the BBC red button: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/zbr9wmn (the lessons involve all curriculum subjects including 
Music, Computing and French).  
 
I appreciate that all this information is overwhelming – there is almost too much choice!  Please do 
what suits you and your child best, if that means you are only going to use the Bitesize lessons, then 
that is fantastic.  If you only manage one hour of Maths a week, then that is also ok.  Please do not feel 
any pressure to download and print things off, do what works best for you.  When your child returns to 
school whether it is with us at St Mary’s or their high school, teachers will be ready to get them back 
on track with their learning.  No child is ahead, no child is behind – they are all exactly where they 
need to be in this unique time.  
 
Again, any queries about Home Learning activities; please email me and also please send in any photos 
of activities to Miss Holmes to include in her weekly Photo Newsletter – I really enjoy spotting 
members of Year 6 and what they are getting up to!   
 
Thank you for your continued support,  
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
Mrs Wright 
 
 
PS:  Year Six – for all my fellow Harry Potter fans, maybe have a look at: 
https://www.wizardingworld.com/collections/harry-potter-at-home 
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