
 

Monday 20th April 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Year 5 Home Learning: Summer 1 update 
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well during these extraordinary times and that you have managed to enjoy the nice 
weather that we have started seeing over the Easter break – long may it continue! 
 
As I am sure you are already aware following Mrs Crane’s letter and the government advice, school will remain closed for 
the next 3 weeks. During this time, we are asking for children to continue learning from home and I will be providing 
further activities to support you and your child. However, I cannot stress enough that there is no expectation from us for to 
try and run a normal school day. With many of you working from home and also possibly having to support learning and 
care for other children of numerous ages, it is impossible to expect learning to carry on as normal. Therefore, I would 
recommend trying to find time to make learning fit around your schedules: whether that means only doing an hour or two 
in the morning, or doing short bursts at various times of the day. Please make it work for you and your family and do get in 
touch via email if you need any advice or support. My email address is: laura.merriott@stmarysrcps.org 
 
Home learning packs and activities – spring 2 reminder 
 
Just before lockdown commenced, you were provided with home learning packs. Some of you may have already finished 
these activities but here is a reminder of the activities that were sent with these packs. 
 

 TTS booklet will provide a range of activities for a variety of topics. 

 20-30 minutes per day of the class reading book: All children have been provided with a copy of the book ‘Carrie’s 
War’. We will be learning about WW2 in the summer term so this is an opportunity for your child to start learning 
about this period of history. Your child can either read this book independently, share it with someone or you can 
access an audio version of it via BBC schools radio, via this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/english-ks1--ks2-carries-war/zk7mcqt  

 At least one activity from the Carrie’s War activity pack per day: This will provide reading and writing activities 
based on the class text, Carrie’s War. Children can record these in their draft books or on paper if they wish. 

 20 minutes of Maths: Times Table RockStars – Each child has their own log-in for this website and can access this 
from any device at home. These log-in details have already been sent home in a letter and the children have 
recorded them in their homework diaries. 

 2 pages of activities from the KS2 Maths activity books that they can continue to work through, per day. 

 There are also Takeaway Homework activities that they can continue with (a new, modified sheet with spellings 
and a lunar diary has been included in this pack)  

 Your child’s draft book to use to complete activities and write in. 
 

In addition, the following activities and websites can be used to support class learning for Year 5: 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize?dm_t=0,0,0,0,0 

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 

 https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/ 

 https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/ 

 https://blockly.games/ 
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Summer 1 home learning activities 
 
In addition to the above learning pack, we have been compiling other activities and projects for this half term, all of which 
can be found on the school website. This will be updated regularly with new activities, which I will email you about in due 
course. 
 
English:  

This Talk 4 Writing learning booklet provides reading and writing activities based around a text called ‘The 
Game’, which can be accessed via the link in this letter or on the Year 5 class page. It is quite a lengthy document 
but you don’t have to print it off in order to complete the tasks – these can just be copied out into your child’s 
draft book or onto paper. However, you are welcome to print it off if you wish. There will be new Talk 4 Writing 
learning booklets released in the coming weeks, which will be shared with you via the website. 

 
Reading:  
Hopefully the children have all been able to access Carrie’s war via the book or BBC schools radio website, along with 
reading other books too. However, we appreciate that in the present climate it is not easy to get hold of new books so a 
separate letter will be sent out this week for a reading website called ‘Epic Reading’. All parents and carers will be 
individually sent an email inviting them to access this great, free, resource. So please keep an eye out for an email for this 
within the next week.  
 
Maths: 
All of you still have your KS2 Maths activity books which you can continue with, along with the times table rock 
stars website which your child can continue to work through. In addition, there are some really useful maths 
mats that are available on our year 5 class page. There are also daily lessons available on the White Rose Maths 
website that will keep you up to date with what we would be covering in maths in class.  Click on this White 
Rose Maths link for these lessons, which will be updated weekly. 
 
Geography:  
Our school geography topic focus for this half term is biomes. Biomes are large areas, or ecosystems, of the earth that have 
similar weather, climates, landscapes, animals and plants. Each class has been assigned a specific biome to focus on and 
year 5 will be learning about deserts. On our class page on the website there is a list of activities for your child to work 
through to produce a project about deserts, along with a knowledge organiser which will provide all of the subject specific 
knowledge required for this biome, plus a brief overview of other biomes, which could be helpful too. 
 
Science 
This half term, our science topic was due to be about animals, including humans. You can start exploring this activity with 
your child at home using the following resources:  
https://www.abpischools.org.uk/topic/animals-including-humans/1/1 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-s-042-planit-science-year-5-animals-including-humans-unit-pack 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/science-knowledge-organiser-animals-including-humans-year-5-knowledge-organiser-
t-sc-2549631 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Mrs L Merriott 
Year 5 Class Teacher 
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