
 

 

01.04.20 

 

Dear Year 4 children, parents and carers! 

 

I hope that you are all keeping well and staying safe at home. I know that this has been a 

very unusual and strange time for us all and I hope that you are all adjusting well and 

getting used to this new way of working from home. I can assure you that this is just as 

strange and unusual to the school staff as it is to all of you at home!  

 

I would like start by reiterating that I am always available during school hours if I can 

support you at home in any way. With that in mind, my school email address is 

jack.cross@stmarysrcps.org so please do not hesitate to get in touch if you need anything 

or simply want some ideas! 

 

Before we left school, I sent home learning packs which you could use at home- please 

continue to work through these at your own pace. I will list below some extra ideas/sites 

and places to go for further resources. Again, if you have any questions/queries or just 

want to discuss the work then please do email me. I fully understand the difficulties of 

this situation and if I can support you in any way then let me know.  

 

Everyone in school will not be having proper lessons, they will simply be using the 

Home Learning Packs everyone was given, and then having some art/D.T and P.E. time, 

getting outside in the fresh air as much as possible.  Hopefully you will do the same at 

home, maybe two hours in the morning keeping up with Maths and Literacy and then 

topic/Art/D.T. in the afternoon.   

 

Resources/Ideas per Subject: 

 

Reading: 

Reading is absolutely essential – please read the books that were sent home as well as 

your own (re-reading a favourite book is something I love to do – try it!). You can use 

the following websites to find reading resources and materials. Audible have made 

hundreds of story audiobooks free for children to listen to whilst schools are closed and 

this is a fantastic resource!  
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https://www.researchify.co.uk/audiobooks.html 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading (great resources) 
 

Remember, reading can include magazines, fact books, newspapers (carefully selected), 

comics, diaries, TV Guides, biographies, recipes and instructions! All of these are 

excellent examples of reading and will familiarize children with a range of different 

texts. Please do not think that reading time has to be storybooks every day.  

 

Maths 

Children should complete 20 minutes of times table rockstars per day as this will be 

something they enjoy plus will help them to develop and improve their times table recall.  

Hit the Button and the Multiplication Tables Check are very useful resources for times 

table practice too. Children should also complete at least two pages of maths activities 

from the pack or from other resources (twinkl, snappymaths, topmarks) to continue to 

develop their fluency.  

 

The school website also has some online Maths lessons by Gareth Metcalfe (ISeeMaths):  

“Please click here for daily Maths lessons at 9am for Year's 3 & 4” 

 

Together with wonderful Gareth there are also White Rose lessons – again we use these 

in our lessons and again they are there for all Year Groups:  
“For daily maths lessons from White Rose Maths click here” 
 
If you manage to watch and use these then your Maths will continue to progress.  If you 

find them too tricky or you have some gaps in your maths knowledge, then maybe click 

on Year 3 and go back and revise previous learning. 
 
 

Time table resources: 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 

https://ttrockstars.com/ 

 

https://www.researchify.co.uk/audiobooks.html
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/reading
http://www.iseemaths.com/home-lessons/
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://ttrockstars.com/


 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check 

 

Other Maths Resources (worksheets etc): 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents 

 

http://snappymaths.com/ 
 

 

 

PE 

Playing games in the garden is a great way to stay active and will be something that 

children will enjoy doing in the lovely weather we have been having. However, you can 

also use the Joe Wicks daily PE lesson on YouTube which many children (and their 

adults) having been having a good go at recently. Don’t forget to use our RealPE website 

for ideas/games/activities to do. 

 

Joe Wicks PE: 

https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html 
 

RealPE Details: 

 

Link/Website: https://home.jasmineactive.com/login 

Parent Email: parent@stmarysrom-1.com 

Password: stmarysrom 

 

Writing 

Please continue to (or start if you haven’t yet) keep a daily diary for the duration of the 

home learning period. This allows children to make personal reflections during this time 

whilst also ensuring daily writing; children can write about what they have done, their 

hopes, how they are feeling and so on. Children should be encouraged to complete their 

own creative writing about anything they wish. Stories are an excellent way for children 

to channel their creativity and imagination! Perhaps, adults could give the children a 

challenge? For instance, the story must contain a (???)….or it must have the sentence 

(???) in it. This is a great way to allow adults to help the children shape their story. 

Another option is for children to write a story based on a picture or start a story together 
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(shared writing) which the children complete independently. Perhaps you could even take 

turns writing a chapter/paragraph each? There is so much freedom and opportunity with 

writing so please encourage your children to be creative! 

 

Also check out on Youtube the following:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rs3rCIhtQso 

This has a teacher called Jane Considine teaching “Super Sentence Stacking”.  See what 

you think and if you like it then keep watching her videos.    

 

 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/parents 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/writing 

https://www.spag.com/ 

 

 

DT 

Cooking and working with food is all part of the Design Technology curriculum so 

please try to prepare and cook meals with the children (where it is safe to do so). Looking 

at recipes (reading) and measuring ingredients (maths) is a great way of making learning 

fun and includes many subjects. Perhaps, children could write instructions on how to 

cook/prepare the meal (writing)? Or they could write a review of the meal (writing)?  

 

 

Art 

It has been great to see children and adults getting creative during their time at home and 

the possibilities are endless. The children can draw, paint and make things at home. 

Perhaps you could junk model ‘The Iron Man’ linked to our class story from any 

materials you have at home? Or make Anglo-Saxon and Viking weapons/shields from 

cardboard (the children know how to do this)? Drawing something real life would be a 

great activity and I would love to see your efforts? You could go for the classic ‘bowl of 

fruit’ if you have managed to get any from the supermarket! Or you could 

draw…anything!  
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Science 

For science, we were learning about electricity in Year 4. Perhaps if you haven’t already 

you could: 

 Make a list of how many examples of AC (mains/plug) and DC (batteries) 

electricity can you find in your home?  

 Research and create a fact-file on a Renewable form of electricity (e.g. solar or 

wind). 

 Create a poster all about how to be safe with electricity? 

 Create a table which lists ‘essential’ uses of electricity on one side and ‘non-

essential’ uses of electricity on the other. 

 Create a word bank of vocabulary linked to electricity. 

 

R.E. 

 

Prayers for those in need (alone, unwell, away from families etc) would be of great use in 

this difficult time.  

 

What if everyone on Sunday April 5 in the morning, puts a branch on the door of their 

house or on the window, to celebrate Palm Sunday? It could be any green branch you can 

get. This would help, despite the social distancing, to be connected as we enter into the 

Holiest of Weeks. We may be physically isolated, but not separated. We are united as the 

body of Christ. 

Could you create an information sheet about Palm Sunday? Include pictures and 

information about what Palm Sunday is all about and why it is important.  

Could you do the same for Holy Thursday and Good Friday? 

PSHE 

 

Create a poster all about you (the child). What are your proudest moments? What are 

your biggest achievements? What are you proud of? What are your strengths? What do 

you like doing? What makes you happy? What do you do to relax and keep calm? 

 



 

Topic 

 

Our current topic until after Easter is the Anglo-Saxon and Vikings. Some ideas for home 

learning include: 

 Research the Viking attack on Lindisfarne. Can you create a poster about this or a 

fact sheet?  

 Could you find out what life was like for Anglo-Saxons? Where did they live, 

what jobs did they do? What clothes/weapons did they have? What food did they 

eat? Did they have money? Who was in charge?  

 Would you rather be an Anglo-Saxon or a Viking? Explain your choice. 

 Beowulf is a Viking saga that tells the adventures of Beowulf and his defeat of a 

vile monster called Grendel. What do you think the Grendel might have looked 

like? You can research in books or on the internet to help you come up with some 

ideas if you would like to (with adult supervision). Draw and label Grendel. 

 

Hopefully you will be able to access most of the online learning provided.  However 

there is a huge wealth of resources, lessons and ideas out there and you do not have to 

use just the ones on our website; see what else is out there and let me know:  teach the 

teacher!  

 

Twinkl is a great resource that is free for parents and children to use. I am sure you will 

find lots of resources/ideas linked to our topics! 

 

Whilst I have been in school, it has been lovely seeing some of you (as the children of 

keyworkers)! I am really missing my wonderful Year 4 class! I would like to send a big 

hello to everyone at home and know that I am really hoping that I can see you all again 

soon! I will be in touch with a whole class letter like this again soon – in the meantime 

take care of yourselves and your families – check the website for any new resources we 

may put on.  Stay safe. Remember to get in touch if I can help in any way!  

 

Missing you all and wishing you a healthy, safe and happy Easter! 

Mr Cross   
 
 


