
 

 

Monday 20th April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

You may already have heard that the BBC are launching a major national initiative to help provide continuous, 
high quality learning materials to support children and their families from Monday, 20th April 2020.  This will be 
delivered via the BBC Bitesize website: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize. 

This new provision will be supported by White Rose Maths and Twinkl – two providers of learning content which 
we, at St Mary’s, have already been recommending you use at home.      

From 20 April, you’ll be able to access regular daily lessons in English and Maths, as well as other core subjects 
on the website and also on special programmes broadcast on BBC iPlayer and BBC Red Button. 

The Bitesize website will expand to offer additional help for children and their parents. New Maths and English 
lessons will be available every day for all ages. These will be created with resources from Bitesize, other parts of 
the BBC and other education providers. The content of these lessons will be backed up by new videos, practice 
tests, educational games and articles. Regular lessons on other core subjects, including science, will also be 
available. Mums and dads can get advice on how to teach anyone who is home-schooling, and the Bitesize 
website will also have guides for pupils with SEN (special educational needs). 

Lessons on screen 
BBC iPlayer and the Red Button service will host Bitesize Daily. These are six different 20-minute shows, each 
designed to target a specific age group, from ages five to 14, and for pupils throughout the UK. Experts and 
teachers will be involved, covering what should be learned that day for the different year groups and key stages. 
Maths, Science and English will be covered in dedicated programmes, and other subjects such as History, 
Geography, Music and Art will also be covered. 
 
Listen and learn 
In addition, BBC Sounds is also launching separate podcasts, aimed at either primary or secondary pupils, to 
support everyone learning at home. The daily shows, each around 10 minutes long, will link with content on 
Bitesize which supports education and also your other needs; in what is likely to be a confusing and worrying 
time for many young people as we continue to live in lockdown. 
 
These lessons can be used in addition to the Home Learning activities suggested by your child’s class teacher or 
can replace them.  There is no requirement to complete everything that is being provided by the school, but if 
you feel your child needs more activities, and/or support, we will provide this for them – please contact your 
child’s teacher direct via their email address to organise this.    

Best wishes 
 
St Mary’s Teaching Team 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

