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Artist of the week – Edgar Degas (1834-1917) 

Painting – The Millinery Shop 

Edgar Degas was a French artist famous for his pastel drawings, oil 

paintings and sculptures. He loved to paint his friends, dancers, 

performers, people working and jockeys at the racetrack. 

He was born in Paris into a wealthy family. He studied to become a 

lawyer, but spent most of his time in the Louvre Art Gallery copying the 

sculptures and famous paintings. When he became an artist he decided 

to capture modern Parisian life around him. Unlike other Impressionist 

artists, he preferred to be indoors and capture people going about their 

everyday lives. 

In Paris at this time, everyone wore a hat if they could afford it. Millinery 

shops were places where ladies and gentlemen could go and have hats made exclusively for them. The 

hats were set on stands and placed on a table covered in velvet. In this pastel drawing, Degas has drawn 

a milliner (hat maker) finishing off one of her designs. She is wearing a long sewing glove and holds a 

hatpin in her lips, which shows she is the maker of the beautiful hats on display. 

Ideas for your artwork  

This week, I’m setting you a DT challenge to make your own hat! 

Look at these examples in the photographs for inspiration and follow and adapt these simple instructions 

to make your own design. Use any materials you have at home, including thin cardboard from packaging. 

Draw your design first so you have an idea of how you want the finished hat to look. 

 

 

 

 

    

  

   

 

Peaked Cap  

1. Cut a strip for the headband and glue/staple the ends together. Glue/staple a large piece of 

paper/newspaper on to the headband, gather it at the top to form the crown and glue it or staple in place. 

2. Decorate the crown with coloured papers and circle of paper on top to make a button. 

3. Cut out a peak and create little cuts along the straight edge. Glue these tabs under the headband (see 

photo) to complete the cap. 

 

 

St Mary’s Artist’s Corner 



Wide brimmed hat 

1. Cut a strip of cardboard to make the headband and glue or staple the ends together.  

2. Place this on a larger circle of card or cardboard and use it to draw a small circle in the centre. Cut 

out the small circle and make small cuts around the edge to make tabs. Glue the tabs to the inside 

of the headband (see photo). 

3. Cut out another circle with tabs to cover the crown and then decorate with anything you have at 

home. Be inventive! Use papers and materials and you can even use things like pasta to paint and 

glue on as decorations 

 

Hat Snap Game 
 

1. Make two sets of cards. 
2. On one set draw pictures of serious and silly hats and number them.  
3. On the other set of cards, write descriptions of people who would wear them. Make a lift up tab on 

the people cards to reveal the number of their hat. 
4. Mix up both sets of cards and deal to players.  
5. Everyone should take turns to place a hat card in the middle of a table and then everyone sees if 

they have the owner of the hat! A match means you win both cards.  
6. The winner is the person with the most paired hats and people. 
7. You are now ready to play a game of Hat Snap! 

 

Links to help inspire your imaginations travel 

Follow in the footsteps of Degas and go on a virtual tour of The Louvre Art Gallery in Paris. 

Louvre Online Tour 

Learn more about Edgar Degas and find out about his life and work. 

Edgar Degas 

 

Have a go and send in photographs of your hat creative sensations so we can see them. I can’t wait! 

Best creative wishes to everyone, 

Miss Wharrier 

 

 

 

 

https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne
https://www.edgar-degas.org/

