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Artist of the week – Unknown (known as the Master of the Upper Rhine) 

Painting – The Garden of Paradise (c.1410) 

As we are all spending our days at home, I’m sure we are all 

appreciating any time we spend outside. I know I am. 

Therefore, for our Easter week painting, I decided we all need 

to find our own Garden of Paradise.  

In medieval times, gardens were usually surrounded by walls 

to create beautiful spaces filled with flowers and fruit. The 

Paradise Garden was an idea adopted by many faiths, 

including Christianity. They were places of peace and beauty 

away from the everyday world, where fruit and flowers never 

fade, music and games could be enjoyed and fountains or 

ponds provided water to give the garden life. We find these 

gardens in medieval paintings, tapestries and some actual gardens still exist. 

In this painting we see the Virgin Mary reading The Book of Wisdom, Christ as a child playing with St 

Cecilia, the patron saint of music (the instrument is a psaltery) and other saints enjoying the beauty 

around them. 

The carpet of flowers they are sitting on is known as a Millefleurs and is often seen in medieval 

paintings and tapestries. These carpets of flowers and plants help to make the perfect Paradise Garden. 

We know nothing about the artist of this painting as he is unknown. However, it is clear that his faith 

inspired him to create this work of art. 

Ideas for your artwork 

Imagine you could create the perfect garden for you and your family and friends. What would you 

include? Would there be plants and fruit trees for you and wildlife? Would there be a pond or fountain? 

Think about areas for games and an area to eat and spend time together with people you care about. 

Will you name the garden and give it a sign or a coat of arms? 

Using whatever materials you have at home, create your garden through a piece of artwork. Use pencils 

or crayons, paints or collage. Look at these examples to help inspire you. 

  

   

Links to help inspire and let your imaginations travel 

As we are thinking about Paradise Gardens, follow this link to see some 

real gardens around the world. 

Virtual garden tours 

St Mary’s Artist’s Corner 

https://www.housebeautiful.com/uk/garden/g31913008/best-virtual-tours-garden/


Paradise Gardens 

Also, for children and adults interested in finding out more about real Paradise Gardens, have a look at 

this series from last year. The series is available to watch through BBC iplayer. 

Monty Don’s Paradise Gardens 

Have a peaceful Easter everyone and please send in photos of your artwork to share your Paradise 

Gardens through our newsletter. 

Best creative wishes to everyone at home 

Miss Wharrier 

 

https://www.theenglishgarden.co.uk/gardens/paradise-gardens-visit-year/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05txncq

