
      Issue 1 

Artist of the week – Paul Gauguin (1848-1903) 

Painting – The White Horse (1898) 

Calling all budding artists. Welcome to the first issue of Artist’s Corner!  

Each issue will feature a famous artist and painting to inspire you to create 

your own artworks at home using whatever materials you have. There will 

also be weblinks which will help you find out more about the artist and a 

link to a gallery so that you and your family can explore at home, even 

though we can’t travel there at the moment. 

For the first issue I have chosen the French Post-Impressionist, Paul 

Gauguin. I was due to go and see an exhibition in London which included 

his work and so he seemed a good artist to start with.  

Gauguin was born in Paris and, as a young baby, sailed with his family to 

Peru in South America. He lived there until he was six and loved the 

sunlight, heat, colours and scented plants. Later, he became a self-taught 

painter and learnt about art through buying and collecting paintings by 

artists of the time like Impressionists, Monet and Degas. He became friends with Van Gogh and they 

often painted together. They were known as Post Impressionists. 

This picture was painted on his second trip to Tahiti, where he lived for many years. It was a sad time 

in his life and he was poor and very ill. He painted The White Horse when he was feeling better on a 

rough canvas and using strong brushstrokes of oil paint and a palette knife. He was inspired by 

memories of his childhood rocking horse and wanted to create a mysterious and wild effect.  

Ideas for your own artwork 

Look at these ideas and have a go at creating your own 

animal artwork inspired by Gauguin’s painting. Use pencils or 

paint, papers for collage or even magazines and leaves from 

the garden. Get creative!  

Please send photos in to be displayed on our website gallery. 

Find out more about the artist and the painting by following 

the links and why not go on a virtual trip to a gallery with your 

family? 

Paul Gauguin – The White Horse 
National Gallery – Paul Gauguin 
Royal Academy – Gauguin and the Impressionists 
National Gallery – Virtual Tours 

 
Have fun and all the staff at St. Mary’s are looking forward to seeing your artwork! 
 

Best creative wishes to everyone at home, 

Miss Wharrier 

 

St Mary’s Artist’s Corner 

https://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/works-in-focus/painting/commentaire_id/the-white-horse-3088.html?tx_commentaire_pi1%5BpidLi%5D=509&tx_commentaire_pi1%5Bfrom%5D=841&cHash=aab443a0a8
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/artists/paul-gauguin
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/gauguin-and-the-impressionists-ordrupgaard
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours

