
 

 

30th March 2020 
 
Dear all parents and carers, 
 
I hope everyone is well and keeping safe in these very challenging times. The nature of the situation means that 
those in school are mainly working on the home learning packs with some P.E/Art/Science time included, and 
just trying to get fresh air in a safe environment. 
With that in mind I have total sympathy for any difficulties you may be facing at home in supporting learning at 
home, and I just wanted to try and provide some support to you as you continue to support your child at home 
with a guide on what to focus on. 
 
Reading 
Continuing to read at home is the single most important thing that can be done right now with your child. It will 
protect and build on both their confidence they gained, but also their knowledge phonetically as they 
repeatedly get exposed to words to decode. In terms of reading stories, if you are running low at home amazon 
have reduced lots of kindle versions of children’s books to free. You purchase it as normal but you will see a 
£0.00 price on the books that are free.  
 
To take advantage of this you will need the amazon kindle app: https://www.amazon.co.uk/kindle-dbs/fd/kcp 
This app can be installed on any tablet, phone, pc or laptop, you can then download all the free books which can 
be filtered by age (3-5 and 6 -7) on the amazon page. The kindle app will keep all the books you download like a 
digital library and offers a plan B for reading during this tricky time when going to shops just isn’t really viable or 
desirable as we seek to protect our families. 
 
Another fantastic website is Oxford owl which has 100 free books. It does require a free registration but it can 
be found here: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 
 
There are many activities that can be done using a story that a child loves. Some good ones include: 
 
- A story review with a nice picture. What did you like about the story and why? 
- Change the story! Write a different ending 
- If you have listened to an audio book, or watched a tv show with mum and dad- review that too! 
 
Writing 
A small diary entry each day is a wonderful way to keep handwriting practice going, whilst also giving children 
opportunities to reflect on their day and what they enjoyed. 
 
Phonics 
This can be supported by recapping the sounds for set 2 and 3 each morning. Please visit the following for the 
sets needed: 
Set 2 sounds: https://postimg.cc/hfGYhxg6 
Set 3 sounds: https://postimg.cc/G4dHkc7W 

https://postimg.cc/G4dHkc7W


 

 

Another fantastic way of cementing this knowledge is to create 10 ‘alien words’ a day that mix up the sounds. 
E.g. Choosh, meck, vaw, kile, etc 
 
 
Topic 
The topic for this half term was supposed to be an ‘under the sea.’ Some fun ideas around this could be: 
 
-Helping to make a fact file about your child’s favourite sea creature. Including: which ocean they are found in, 
what they eat, and what they look like. 
-Using any boxes/bottles or other resources to create an underwater scene or an individual creature 
 
P.E 
As most of you will be aware Joe Wicks is doing P.E live on YouTube at 9am Monday-Friday for everyone to take 
part and stay healthy. There are also tons of mini 5 minute ones, some of which are found on these channels: 
 
-Joe wicks 5 minute workouts: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3LPrhI0v-w 
-Pop see ko: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pwn4beja1QE 
 
There are several variants of both of the above links in their videos section as well as more from different 
creators to choose from on YouTube. 
 
Maths 
Working through the home learning packs will be a great help with keeping up to speed with maths all round. 
However, the most important bits to focus on will be:  
 
- Place value knowledge (knowing numbers up to 100, what is 1 more or less than any number within this) 
- Remembering how to solve calculations that use addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 
- Times tables! 2x 5x and 10x – Scratch garden have some times tables songs that support this: 
 
Counting by 2s: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvTcpfSnOMQ 
Counting by 5s: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EemjeA2Djjw 
Counting by 10s: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ftati8iGQcs&list=PL34kTbST-mgh-
srBAxvCTNTfLTW6UvfqB 
 
If you find your child is comfortable with this please look at white rose which is providing home learning videos 
and activities daily that are in line with the Year 1 national curriculum. It is a fantastic resource for learning: 
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-1/ 
So far they have 10 lessons to cover up till the Easter break. 
 
You are not alone! 
Please remember I am here to help. Just a reminder that my email is: liam.calnan@stmarysrcps.org. If you need 
anything or find that your child is struggling with a particular concept in Maths or part of the learning pack 
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please let me know as I’d love to help. Equally if your child is proud of something you did together and you’d like 
to photo it to send to me for a response, please do! Miss Holmes is as eager as I to see what everyone is 
learning about and having fun doing during this extended period at home. Please can any photos you would like 
to share be sent to: victoria.holmes@stmarysrcps.org. 
 
Finally...to my class. 
Hello everybody! I hope you are happy and well. I am missing teaching you all very much! I want to say a special 
well done as I know lots of you have been learning at home. You are doing great! I can’t wait to hear about all 
the books you have been reading and work you have been doing. I hope to see you all soon! 
 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
Mr L Calnan 
 


