
 

Wednesday 18th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Home Learning 

 

Further to our separate letter, we have prepared this one to support parents and 

children who are self-isolating and in the event that school is closed, to highlight the 

expectations and how best you can support your child with home learning.  

 

Whilst the school remains open, we are doing our very best to provide a broad and 

balanced curriculum but small classes and staff self-isolating makes this difficult. 

Continuing as much education at home, using our guidance below, will help to ensure that 

learning is not lost. 

 

For families already self-isolating, home learning packs are available at the school gate, 

please collect these as soon as you can. Home learning packs will also be sent home to 

all parents today in the event of a partial or full closure so that you have them 

immediately available. 

 

Below we have detailed regular learning opportunities in addition to the learning packs. 

We fully appreciate that most of our parents are not trained teachers and will be anxious 

about our expectations. We are advising all parents to set up a daily routine where 

possible between 9am and 3.30pm to complete set tasks/activities. This will include 

activities set out below, in their home learning packs including playtime in the garden and 

joining in with home activities such as helping to make the family meal. This will hopefully 

support your child when they return to school and ensure a smooth transition back to 

class learning. 

 

Recommended activities for daily home learning: 

 

 20-30 minutes of reading each day of an age appropriate book followed by a 

discussion about what they have read. 



 

 20-30 minutes of number counting practice, forwards, backwards, and counting in 

2’s, or recalling 1 more than and 1 less than, or practicing recognising which 

numbers are more and which are less. 

 Participate in ‘project’ based activities around current themes in school.  

 

Enclosed in this pack is some guidance on how to practice reading and writing with your 

child. There is also some suggested activities on the theme of the Hungry Caterpillar, 

although not exhaustive. 

The pack provides you with some activities to start and I will keep in touch, adding to 

these. I shall add resources to our Reception Class Page on the School Website, 

https://www.stmarysrcps.com/classes/reception/ and by email. 

When the children complete a task, please take a photo or a video clip and upload it to 

Tapestry (https://tapestryjournal.com/s/st-mary-39-s-rc-primary-school). This way I 

will be able to see what your child is doing and share in the joy of their success. If you 

have any queries on how to undertake the task, or your child is finding something too 

difficult, please communicate with me via my email Carolyn.mann@stmarysrcps.org. I will 

be happy to help between the hours of 8.30 to 4.30 each working day.  

 

You can also contact the school via the school mobile: 07821 792557 

 

 

 

There are a lot of educational websites which are allowing children and parents to have 

access. As these are growing, I will send further communications. For now there is…. 

 

Twinkl: Go to their website: www.twinkl.co.uk/offer  use the code: UKTWINKLHELPS 

CBeebies: https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize?dm_t=0,0,0,0,0 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/  

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/ 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/offer
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize?dm_t=0,0,0,0,0
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/


 

 

With best wishes 

 

Mrs C Mann 

Reception Class Teacher 

 



Guide to Independent Writing 

We are trying to write independently. This means that we are not 

spelling every word correctly. Instead we are listening to the sounds 

in the words as we say them. If there is a sound which they haven’t 

learnt yet, these can be given, however if they write something 

independently to represent this sound, this is okay. These are the 

steps we go through when writing a sentence: 

1. Say the sentence several times out loud. (e.g. On Monday he 

ate an apple.) 

2. Draw lines to represent each word in the sentence. 

____   ______  ___  _____  ___   _____ 

3. As they write if the lines are big enough, they can write each 

word on the line. If they aren’t they can be used as a prompt as 

the sentence is written underneath. 

4. When reading each word, your child needs to segment the 

sounds, e.g. On  o-n,  then they write the letters. 

5. This process is repeated until the sentence is completed. 

6. We are trying to remember that full stops come at the end of 

the sentence. 

7. Some children are trying to write more than one sentence. 

8. When they are finished they can earn tokens- they know how 

to use these…. 

 

 

 



Reading Information 

for Parents 

Your child's reading experience is much more than the reading book which comes 

home from school. Reading is happening all the time in a classroom and in the 

school. It is taught specifically using synthetic phonics and through experiencing 

texts throughout the learning environment. 

Parents can support this 'reading journey' through regular reading at home. Read-

ing to and with your child every evening for at least ten minutes can make a dra-

matic difference to a child's achievement within school. A report from the Ox-

ford University Press highlighted the importance of parents reading with their 

children. 'Children who read outside of class are 13 times more likely to read 

above the expected level for their age'. 

The report also offers six tips for reading with your child at home, including: 

1. Make time to read- even ten minutes a day 

2. Choose different types of books 

3. Take turns to read 

4. Talk about the book- asking your child questions 

5. Pay attention to the language 

6. Enjoy reading 

 

Children learn to read in different ways and at different 

ages. The first part of a child's journey towards being a 

successful reader starts when the child is a baby and is 

listening to stories and rhymes. This encourages a love of 

language and stories and develops the child's vocabulary 

and understanding of language as they start to become 

familiar with what words mean and what they look like.  

 



A vital first stage of a child's development as a  

reader is to be able to 'read' pictures and to  

determine what is happening or to predict what might 

happen from the pictures in a book. As this skill  

develops, children become able to use their  

grammatical  skills to listen to words within a  

sentence and to make sense of what they can hear. 

This is an important tool for the young reader as it 

enables them to make sensible guesses at unknown 

words within a sentence and to continue to read for 

meaning without being stopped in their tracks. 

Most pre-school children are already reading before they start school; they will 

be able to read the supermarket sign above the shops they visit frequently, 

McDonalds, Lego and Disney will be easily identifiable to them too! Whilst your 

young child won't necessarily be able to identify the letters and sounds within 

those words, they read them because they remember the overall shape of the 

word.  

Alongside the Synthetic Phonics which is being taught, your child will begin to be 

taught the common exception words. These are words in which the sounds  

cannot be blended together to read correctly. For example, the, go, no, etc. Check 

out the common exception words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As your child becomes confident blending sounds together and reading common 

exception words by sight they will be able to read familiar books with you. We also 

have a range of reading scheme books which are designed to progress in a  

structured way alongside the Read, Write, Ink scheme.  It is still important to 

continue sharing real books with them. 



Guide to Learning Tricky Words 

We are finding it easier to learn our tricky words when they are 

used as passwords. Select a tricky word and blutak/ celotape/ 

attach to a place they pass regularly. Each time they go past, they 

say the word out loud. Keep up for a few days and then change for 

another word. 

‘Tricky Words’ 

put I the no 

of my for he 

she to love we 

me be said was 

like do your go 

you they his is 

 



Phase 2 Home Learning Challenges
Look at things around the room 
and say the sound they begin 
with. Can you hear the sound 
they end with too? Try writing 

some of them down.

Play a game with your grown-up. 
Take it in turns to give instructions.  
For example, ‘Touch your f-ee-t’ or 

‘Stand u-p’.

Can you look in a book and find 
any of these words? Which words 

did you spot the most? 
Can you spell out any of the 

pictures? Tell your grown-up which 
sound it begins with and which 

sound it ends with. Do all the words 
have the same number of sounds?

Can you read the letters on this 
page and think of a word that 

begins with each one?
Can you put the sounds on this 

page into the phoneme frames to 
make words?

the
to
I

go
no

t
d
c
b

f
l
s
o

visit twinkl.com



Phase 3 Home Learning Challenges

Look at the things around the room. 
Can you spot any words that begin 
with any of these sounds? Can you 

hear the sound they end with too? Try 
writing some of them down.

Can you read the digraphs on 
this page and think of a word 

that includes each sound?Can you put the sounds on this 
page into the phoneme frames to 

make words?

Play a game with your grown-
up. Ask your grown-up to read 
a sound to you. Can you write 
the sound down? You could use 

different colours.

Can you spell out any of the pictures? 
Do all the words have the same 

number of sounds? Can you underline 
any digraphs?

Can you look in a book 
and find any of these words? 
Which words did you spot the 

most times? 

j v y zw

igh
air
ear
ure

ow
ar
sh
zz

he
she
we
me
be

you

all
are
her
was
they
my

visit twinkl.com
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Please share the Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle with you child. If you do not have a copy, 

you can listen to this version: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-Sm1YY. Now you 

can try some of these activities and earn some fruit. 

   
 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

Share reading the 

story together. 

Read the CVC 

words and the 

tricky words. 

Recall the story 

and create your 

own version. 

Create a 

picture of the 

Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Look at names of the 

days of the week. Put 

these in order. Talk 

about what you do on 

different days of the 

week.  

Keep a food diary 

for a day. What 

was your favourite 

food. 

Make together Salt dough. 

Roll out a caterpillar. Roll 

another caterpillar. Now 

compare them using the 

words longer than/ shorter 

than. How could you measure 

them? 

Find out about the 

life cycle of a 

caterpillar and 

butterfly. 

Butterflies are 

symmetrical. Find out 

what it means and some 

symmetrical butterflies. 

Listen to the Ugly Bug 

Ball Song 

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=utWrIWq2_tk 

and make up a dance. 

Sequence what 

you do in a day. 

Try different 

fruit and 

vegetables. Which 

do you like best 

and why? 

Design and make 

your own fruit 

salad. Draw or 

write what you did 

at each stage. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-Sm1YY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utWrIWq2_tk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utWrIWq2_tk




How to make symmetrical butterfly prints: 

 

 







 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


