
Year 3 Spring Newsletter 2020 
Class Teacher – Mrs Burrows. 
Teaching Assistant – Miss Grenville. 

 
Unfortunately many children have not had a full PE kit in school on a regular basis 
during the Autumn Term.  Please could you ensure your child has a full PE kit in school 
every day.  This must include a pair of socks.  We want every child to be comfortable in 
these lessons and be able to fully participate and we greatly appreciate your support 
with this matter. 
 
Curriculum Information 
In literacy we will use the text ‘Pebble in my pocket’ to inspire us to consider a range of settings across time and 
space for our fantasy narrative.  The children will be encouraged to develop and use carefully considered 
adjectives, noun phrases (e.g. the tiger’s sharp, deadly teeth) and powerful verbs.  They will also reflect 
character’s emotions through descriptive language and effective verb choice.  For our whole school poetry project 
we will study a poem about the water cycle, learn to act out and recite part of it and finally write our own poems 
inspired by it.  In non-fiction work we will be reading a biography of the life of Mary Anning and writing our own 
versions.  We will use our DT project, which is building a roundhouse, to write instructions.  Finally we will study a 
folk tale called ‘The ice bear’ by Jackie Morris and use this as a source for writing letters from characters with 
different viewpoints.   
 
In Maths we will be doing work on place value to consolidate the children’s ability to partition and recombine 
numbers and to use place value when adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing.  We will develop the use of 
formal written methods for multiplication and division and learn the 6 and 8 times tables.  We will work on 
finding fractions of shapes and quantities.  In measures our focus will be on money.  We will consolidate methods 
for addition and subtraction including the column method and use of number lines.  Our maths lessons will 
continue to include revision of previous concepts and core skills. 
 
In Topic work we will be learning about the countries of Southern Europe including work on mountains.  This will 
include making our own mountain range in DT. We will also make cheese in a traditional way, so if it is possible to 
send in a £1 donation towards the ingredients, it would be greatly appreciated.  We will learn about the rise and 
fall of the Roman Empire, and especially about the Roman invasion of Britain.  Our science units of work will be 
‘Rocks and soils’ and ‘Magnetic Forces’.  We also hope to undertake some of our science work on animals and 
habitats through our annual trip to Benacre Estate’s Open Day.  Our main RE units will be ‘Being a Christian’ and 
‘Call to Change’ which is based on reconciliation and lent. We will also undertake Personal, Social and Health 
Education work alongside these units and use R-Time activities to promote good social skills.  
 
PE and Music/ICT 
In PE we will be continuing work on our exciting new Real PE units on Fridays.  Premier 
Sports will also teach a lesson on a Tuesday.  Please ensure your child has a complete 
named PE kit in school at all times (to include black shorts, white T-shirt, socks, plimsoles 
and a warm outdoor kit - jumper/jogging bottoms/trainers).  In music we will be starting to 
use a new exciting online resource.  Our ICT lessons will focus on coding and word 
processing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Homework 
 
Maths  
I will set the children maths homework.  Please continue to practice their times tables with them.  We are 
focussing on the 4x, 3x, 8x and 6x tables at present.  
 
Reading 
Although many children in the group are now becoming very fluent when reading, it is vital that they read 
regularly to an adult. Please ensure your child reads for a minimum of 20 minutes a day. Please encourage them 
to read with expression, look up words they do not know in a dictionary and discuss the texts with them.  We will 
now be sending home revision spelling units to help address any gaps your child might have as needed.  Please 
use the homework diary or speak to me when I am on the playground if you have any queries or concerns, or 
arrange a more formal appointment before or after school. 
 
Spellings 
Spellings will also be put into the homework books at various stages when the children are ready to practise and 
consolidate them.  Please use these exercises as a chance to help your child to practise handwriting also. 
 
Please use the homework diary or speak to me when I am on the playground if you have any queries or concerns, 
or arrange a more formal appointment before or after school.  Many thanks for your support.  I am enjoying 
working with your children and seeing the progress they are making. 
Mrs Burrows. 


