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Welcome back. What a busy half term we have had. 

We have had a lovely time listening to Fairy Tales. Although we have concentrated 

on The Gingerbread Man, Goldilocks and the 3 Bears, and the 3 Little Pigs, we have 

enjoyed listening to many others. They have inspired us to write our own stories 

and we even made a new version called the 3 Little Kittens. 

Website 

Don’t forget to visit our school website: https://www.stmarysrcps.com/ . On our 

Reception page there is more information and links which will help to support your 

child's learning at home. 

Topic 

Our topic for next half term is ‘Let’s Explore. Please see the topic web and 

knowledge organiser attached. The Knowledge Organiser provides guidance on some 

of key vocabulary which we will be discussing this half term within the topic. Taking  

inspiration from the recent storms we have been experiencing we will be listening 

to After the Storm by Nick Butterworth. This will allow us the opportunity to  

explore the power of the wind and conduct some experiments. Through the  

remainder of our topic we will explore months and seasons of the year and then we 

will take off into space with the story Whatever Next by Jill Murphy. 

We will continue to sing Nursery Rhymes. We are much better listening to words 

which rhyme. 

Literacy and Read Write Ink. 

The children continue to make wonderful progress with their sounds. As a reminder, 

please continue to learn the new sounds and keep encouraging them to blend the 

sounds to read words. 

k -  i - t     kit 

j - a - m       jam 

https://www.stmarysrcps.com/


We are also learning to segment words for writing. To support your child in this 

process, say the word slowly emphasising each sound in the word. Then ask them to 

tell you the three sounds. We use our fingers to show each sound in the word. 

c       a        t   

  

 

 

 

 

 Please practice this with your child for 10 minutes 5 times a week. This is an  

important step in learning to read and write, and is learnt more quickly when  

practiced little and often. 

 

 

 

Alongside the phonics we are also learning to read ‘tricky’ words. These are words 

which you can’t easily blend to read, such as no, the. To help us learn them they 

are displayed as passwords so they read them as they exit the classroom. I have 

attached a list of these words. Those ticked are words which we have learnt so 

far. Encourage you child to spot these in books you share, posters and signs dis-

played all around.  

Remember to continue to share books with your child. Although they are learning 

to read, it is important that reading is for enjoyment and sharing a book together 

helps to provide a positive experience. Please record any practice or any books 

shared in your child’s reading diary.  

 

Numeracy 

This half term, we will be concentrating on solving number stories using concrete 

resources such as numicon, counters, multilink cubes; pictorially and using abstract 

number sentences. We will also be sorting objects such as seeds and collecting  

data. 

c– a– t 



Changing for PE 

Please keep up the excellent practice, helping your child change quickly for PE. Re-

member your child needs a white t-shirt, black shorts, and black plimpsols. Please 

make sure all items of clothing has there name in as last term we had a few items 

of PE kit left over after changing which we were unable to return to children. 

 

Tapestry 

‘Let’s keep in touch…’ Tapestry is an online journal that records your child’s  

practical learning via pictures and videos. Not only can you see your child’s learning 

at school, but you can also post their home learning too. Some of you have shared 

some wonderful activities your children have enjoyed doing. It has been lovely to 

see how they have explored ideas they have previously learnt at home too. By  

seeing learning in all environments we get a whole picture of your child’s abilities.  

Dates for your Diary 

World Book Day Thursday 5th March Children to dress up as their favourite book 

character. 

Science Café  Thursday 19th March 2020 2.10-3.10pm 

 

Thank you for all your support 

 

Mrs Mann and the Reception Team 


