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Welcome back. I hope you had an amazing Christmas. 

Last term we enjoyed participating in the variety of celebrations which took place. 

We learnt how to play party games. We listened to stories associated with differ-

ent celebrations, for example. Maisie’s Birthday, Rama and Sita, The First Nativity 

and The Jolly Christmas Postman. We watched a firework display and thought about 

the different colours, patterns and noises they made. We wrapped presents and 

made birthday and Christmas cards. We also enjoyed lots of arts and crafts associ-

ated with celebrations. 

Website 

Don’t forget to visit our school website: https://www.stmarysrcps.com/ . On our 

Reception page there is more information and links which will help to support your 

child's learning at home. 

Topic 

Our topic for next half term is ‘Once upon a time….’. Please see the topic web and 

knowledge organiser attached. The Knowledge Organiser provides guidance on some 

of the traditional stories we will be looking at. There is also key vocabulary which 

we will be discussing this half term. Please take a look at the characteristics. This 

is a sample of words which might be used to describe a character. When you share 

a book or watch a film with your child encourage them to describe the characteris-

tics of the main character. For example the Wolf in the 3 little pigs might be de-

scribed as clever, mean, strong, scary, and sly.  

If you have any traditional stories at home, please share them with your children. 

Perhaps they could bring them into share with the class. We are always looking for 

different versions of the same story. 

We are also going to listen to continue to listen to and sing nursery rhymes. In par-

ticular we are listening for the words which rhyme, for example in Jack and Jill, Jill 

and hill rhyme. We will also be playing games which will support us in listening to 

words which rhyme. Please see the reception page on our school website for  ideas 

and games you can use with your children. 

 

https://www.stmarysrcps.com/


Literacy and Read Write Ink. 

The children continue to make wonderful progress with their sounds. Whilst they 

continue to learn new sounds, keep encouraging them to blend the sounds to read 

words. 

k -  i - t     kit 

j - a - m       jam 

 

We are also learning to segment words for writing. To support your child in this 

process, say the word slowly emphasising each sound in the word. Then ask them to 

tell you the three sounds. We use our fingers to show each sound in the word. 

c       a        t   

  

 

 

 

 

 Last term we sent home a letter fan. Please make sure this stays in the bookbag 

as we have new sounds to add to it.  Don’t forget this can be used to help your 

child to read words and show what a word looks like after it has been segmented.  

 

 

 

 

Please practice this with your child for 10 minutes 5 times a week. This is an  

important step in learning to read and write, and is learnt more quickly when  

practiced little and often. 

 

 

c– a– t 



Remember to continue to share books with your child. Although they are learning 

to read, it is important that reading is for enjoyment and sharing a book together 

helps to provide a positive experience. Please record any practice or any books 

shared in the reading diary.  

 

Numeracy 

This term we will build on your child’s amazing learning as we encourage them to  

notice what is the same and what is different. We would like them to develop their 

reasoning skills as they explain what they notice and why they think their answer is 

correct. 

 

Changing for PE 

When changing for PE, we have improved so much last term. There is so much we 

can do independently now. Please may you practice changing quickly when they get 

dressed and undressed. Perhaps you can set a timer and see if they can get 

changed in a fixed amount of time.  

 

Tapestry 

‘Let’s keep in touch…’ Tapestry is an online journal that records your child’s  

practical learning via pictures and videos. Not only can you see your child’s learning 

at school, but you can also post their home learning too. By seeing learning in all  

environments we get a whole picture of your child’s abilities. If you have any  
difficulties logging in, please speak to myself or Miss Holmes. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Reading Café Monday 3rd February 2020 2.10-3.10pm 

Thank you to all those who were able to attend our Christmas Craft Café last term.  

This half term we will be having a Reading Café. We look forward to seeing you. 

Parents Evening  Monday 10th February and Wednesday 12th February 3-5pm 

 

Thank you for all your support 

 

Mrs Mann and the Reception Team 


