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Our Mission Statement 

At St Mary's we celebrate God's love for us, as we learn and grow together.  We live life to the full, 

to become the best that we can be. 

 

If you need this document in large print, audio, Braille, alternative format or in a different language 

please contact the School Office on 01502 565 384 and we will do our best to help. 
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1. Aims: 
As a school our aims in teaching handwriting are that the pupils will: 
 

● Understand the importance of clear and neat presentation in order to communicate their meaning clearly. 
● Take pride in the presentation of their work and therefore study handwriting with a sense of achievement. 
● Be able to write quickly to aid expressing themselves creatively and imaginatively. 
● Use their skills with confidence in real life situations. 
● Achieve a high standard of penmanship. 
 
 

2. Knowledge, Skills and Understanding: 
During the course of their time at St. Mary’s Primary School the children will be introduced to a range of knowledge, 
skills and understanding.  These are detailed as follows: 
 
BY THE END OF KEY STAGE  ONE 
 

● Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in most of their writing. 
● Consistently form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 
● Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in some of their writing.  
● Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case 

letters 
● Consistently use spaces between words 

 
BY THE END OF KEY STAGE TWO 

● Produces legible joined handwriting 

● Maintains legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting.  

● Chooses appropriate standard of handwriting as appropriate to the task. 
● Selects appropriate writing instruments for either a given task or an independent one. e.g. colour-coded pens 

for a key. 
 
Handwriting is part of English, a National Curriculum Framework (DfE 2014), and is covered in the statutory 
requirements of Writing - handwriting. 
 
The school will follow the requirements of the National Curriculum as set out in The National Curriculum Framework 
for primary teachers in England (DfE, 2014) and the Interim Framework NC Writing 2017: Transcription / Handwriting 
 

3. Strategies for teaching: 
St. Mary’s School has adopted a cursive handwriting script based on Handwriting for Windows (see Appendix 1) 
 

Teachers will use a wide range of teaching strategies including direction, demonstration, modelling, 
scaffolding, explanation 
 

In Key Stage One the pupils will write with pencil. In KS2 pupils make the transition to writing in ink.  
 
Considerations for the teaching of handwriting include: 

● Ensuring a good seating position with chair tucked in, correct posture and page turned on the appropriate 
diagonal 

● Seating left-handed pupils to the left of right-handers 
● Ensuring the correct pencil grip 

● The teachers acting as a role model, modelling the appropriate script on the whiteboard, displays, labels, 
marking etc. 

 
 
 



4. Handwriting across the curriculum 

 
It is important to ensure that appropriate attention to handwriting and presentation takes place in other areas of the 
Curriculum.  For example, during Science, pupils may be writing a report. In this sense other subjects can be used 
outside the explicit teaching of handwriting to give opportunities for reinforcing key knowledge, skills and 
understanding with regard to handwriting and presentation.   
 

5. Support for learners with SEND 

Some pupils with Special Educational Needs and disabilities may need extra support and alternative strategies for 
handwriting. This support will be assessed on an individual basis in order to help the child in the best way. Such support 
might include the use of: pencil and pen grips, writing slopes, specialist pencils and pens for pupils with Dyspraxia; 
specialist papers for pupils with Dyslexia, the use of whiteboards and pens for pupils who have Developmental Delay. 
We believe it is important to prepare all children for adult life and that being able to write in a clear legible way is part of 
this. From time to time, however some children may need the use of technological devices for longer pieces of writing, 
particularly if they have Hypermobility or other conditions of this kind. 
 

6. Assessment 
The assessment of children’s handwriting is ongoing to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is 
being made. All written work is an opportunity for assessment. 
 

7. Monitoring and evaluation 

The purpose of monitoring and evaluation activities is to raise the overall quality of teaching and levels of 
pupil attainment. The English Subject Leader and Head of School will monitor the quality of teaching and 
learning as part of the school’s self-evaluation policy. Monitoring will include: 

● Scrutiny of planning 

● Quality of teaching through lesson observation and feedback 

● Moderation of standards in children’s work 

● Evaluation of children’s attainment against targets 
 
 
The quality of handwriting and presentation in the school will also be inspected as part of any Ofsted inspection of the 
school as whole. 
 

6. Support for learners with SEND 

Some pupils with Special Educational Needs and disabilities may need extra support and alternative strategies for 
handwriting. This support will be assessed on an individual basis in order to help the child in the best way. Such support 
might include the use of: pencil and pen grips, writing slopes, specialist pencils and pens for pupils with Dyspraxia; 
specialist papers for pupils with Dyslexia, the use of whiteboards and pens for pupils who have Developmental Delay. 
We believe it is important to prepare all children for adult life and that being able to write in a clear legible way is part of 
this. From time to time, however some children may need the use of technological devices for longer pieces of writing, 
particularly if they have Hypermobilty or other conditions of this kind. 
 
 
 

 
  



Appendix 1: A sample of St. Mary’s School cursive writing script. 

 


