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Our Mission Statement 

At St Mary's we celebrate God's love for us, as we learn and grow together.  We live life to the full, to become the best 

that we can be. 

 

If you need this document in large print, audio, Braille, alternative format or in a different language 

please contact the School Office on 01502 565 384 and we will do our best to help. 

 

Policy Consultation & Review 
This policy is available from the staff secure area of the school’s website and in hardcopy from the school office on 
request.  
The policy should be read in conjunction with the following policies:  
● Teaching and Learning Policy 
● Assessment Policy 
● SEND Policy 
● SEND Information Report 
● Accessibility Plan 
● Medical Needs Policy 
● Learning Beyond the Classroom Policy 
● Safeguarding Policy 
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1. Philosophy 

Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives.  It is not just preparation for the next 

stage – it is vitally important in itself. 

Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal.  Family/carers have been their main educators and we seek 

to build on this. 

 

2. Aims 

● To provide a happy and secure environment which will stimulate and cater for each child’s physical, 
intellectual, social, emotional, moral and spiritual development. 

● To build trusting relationships and work in partnership with parents. 
● To provide effective planning and monitoring to ensure that every child makes progress. 
● To provide a sufficiently broad range of experiences for the children to develop the skills, knowledge and 

attitudes necessary to achieve the Early Learning Goals. 
● To provide for equality of opportunity for each child, addressing their individual needs. 
● To reflect the aims of St. Mary’s School. 

 

3. Introduction to the EYFS and the role of parents/carers 

The school has links with other early years settings in the locality and visits are made.  There can also be liaison with 
other agencies/health services before entry to school. 
 
We aim to build partnerships by  

● Welcoming and encouraging parents and children to visit and get a feel for the school on a normal day 
instead of a special open event.  

● Having a meeting for parents/carers in the Summer term  to help their child to prepare for their start at St 
Mary’s and one in September to explain how parents can support their child with reading and writing.  

● Sharing the Tapestry on-line Learning Journeys with parents. 
● Having ‘Open sessions’ for families to join in with. 
● Participating in a range of activities throughout the year that encourages collaboration between child, 

school and parents. 
● Parents are kept informed with a weekly whole school newsletter and termly Reception Class newsletter.  

There is also a special page for the Reception Class on the school’s website. 

4. Curriculum 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of their Reception year at school  

(Aged 5).  The Curriculum is guided by the overarching principles of the EYFS 

● The unique child 

● Positive relationships 
● Enabling environments 
● Learning and development. 

 
The development of these is shown in Development Matters in the Early Years foundation Stage along with an outline of 
the development of the seven areas of learning – 3 prime and 4 specific. 
 

5. How British Values are promoted in EYFS 
5.1 Democracy: Making Decisions Together 

● Opportunities to make choices within the learning environment.  

● Child involvement and responsibility in creating class rules. 

● Staff and children making decisions together. 

● We use collective worship to develop children’s awareness of links to our school, community and world. 

https://www.gov.gg/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=104249&p=0
https://www.gov.gg/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=104249&p=0


● We promote an environment where children care for each other and value their views. For example class and 

assembly certificates.  

5.2 The Rule of Law: Understanding Rules 

● We develop children’s awareness of rules. 

●  Classroom rules are closely linked to the school rules. These are constantly referred to and provide consistency 

to develop children’s awareness that rules keep us safe and create a harmonious learning environment. 

●  We distinguish between right and wrong. 

 

5.3 Individual Liberty: Everyone is Special 

● We provide regular opportunities for the children to celebrate home and school achievements. 

● Children and staff are encouraged to praise each other to highlight skills, effort and achievement. 

● Children develop awareness of their own and others freedom and choice and how certain choices affect others. 

● Children are allowed and encouraged to take risks and challenge themselves. 

 

5.4 Mutual Respect and Tolerance of Those with Different Faiths and Beliefs: Treat Others as You Wish to be Treated 

●  Planning and provision reflects, explores and celebrates differences challenging stereotypes.  

(Gender, culture and racial) 

●  Children are able to develop their understanding of respect.  

(for others, opinions, possessions and environment). 

●  Children are encouraged to share their home traditions and to celebrate difference within our school 

community. 

 

6. Planning 

In planning the starting point is the development needs of each child, their current interests and previous experience.  

The Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning throughout the EYFS.  Long term plans provide an overview for 

the year detailing starting points.  Medium term plans written half termly/termly identify learning objectives within the 

seven areas of Learning.  Short term plans include child initiated activities and enhancements along with adult led and 

or supported activities. 

7. Outside Areas 

At St Mary’s we recognise the importance of outside play. We are committed to ensuring our children in the Reception 

class have access to an outside area which is stimulating, exciting, versatile and takes account of the children’s interests. 

Outdoor learning has equal value to indoor learning.  Our vision is to ensure the outdoor areas complement and extend 

the indoor classrooms and have the potential to enable active learning experiences. The outdoor areas will be used 

throughout the year as a learning environment by all the children to give them opportunities to: 

● practise their developing skills. 

● be active and to improve their skills of coordination, control, manipulation and movement. 

● develop an understanding of the importance of physical activity and making healthy choices about their bodies. 

● work alone or in collaboration with peers or adults. 

● respect the outdoor environment and care for living things. 

 

The children will not be left unattended.  Staff will determine whether apparatus is suitable for climbing due to weather 

conditions at the time. 

 

8. Assessment 

Pupils are assessed upon entry to Reception using the 17 areas in Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. Assessment begins on the transition day in July where pupils are assessed on their phonic and number 
recognition and their ability to count objects. Baseline assessments are carried out within the first half term of 
Reception which include Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development, Communication and 
Language, Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.  
 



Teachers assess the pupils through one to one work, informal observations and discussions with the pupil. They also use 
parental input and the Learning Journey provided by the pupil’s previous setting. Baseline assessments are recorded on 
Pupil Asset and help to set targets for the year.  
 
Children continue to be assessed in the reception class where staff will add information  for each child on Pupil Asset. 
The team make a summative judgement 3 times a year, based on information they gather from learning journals and 
small group and individual assessments. This information is based on same three categories as nursery  emerging, 
developing or securing within the appropriate 'Age and Stage' band for each individual child. Most reception age 
children are working within the 40-60 month stage. These are kept on a Foundation stage tracker and at the end of the 
year the results are collated and reported to the DfE through the local authority. 
 
Insights will be shared at parent consultation meetings. Staff will continue to complete an electronic Tapestry learning 
journey. Parents and carers are able to contribute to this document.  
 

9. Safeguarding 

We take our child protection responsibilities very seriously. Any concerns which the EYFS team have will be noted and if 
necessary reported to the relevant Designated Person. The school’s full safeguarding policy is available for 
parents/carers to read from the school and can also be downloaded from the school website: 
 

10. Equalities and Disabilities 

All pupils in our school are entitled to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum regardless of ability, gender, race, and 
social circumstances. 
 

11. Special Educational Needs 

Children’s gifts, talents and special educational needs are taken into consideration when planning and the curriculum 
and it is adapted to suit all levels of ability. Parents/ Carers are informed at an early stage should their child have a 
special need. We have links with various agencies and parents/ carers will always be informed if an outside agency is 
required to assist when supporting their child.  For more information, visit the SEN page of the school’s website. 
 

12. Health and Safety 

The EYFS team have had specialist First Aid training specifically for young children. Risk assessments are undertaken 
before we embark on any school trips or activities. 
 

13. Allergies and Medical Needs 

Parents/ Carers are asked to inform the school of any foods to which their children are allergic or any food they do not 
wish their children to eat. This is recorded and all adults involved informed. 
 
Also parents/ carers should inform the teacher if their child has a medical condition which needs special care or regular 
medication. Please arrange to meet with the Head of School to discuss and write a care plan so their needs are 
explained in detail.  For more information, refer to the school’s Medical Needs Policy. 
 

14. Monitoring and Review 

It is the responsibility of the EYFS staff to follow this policy. This policy will be reviewed every 3 years before the start of 
each academic year and will incorporate the views of the EYFS team concerned. 


